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The Author wiſheth increaſe of grace and ability, 8 & 
bg and further ſucceſs in the Miniſterial Office. 5 
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- i Very Reverend and worthy Fathers and Brethren, - 


WW HEY upon the reiterated and preſſig defire of friendr,. 
| I had given my conſent to the publication of the fol- 
. fawwing diſcourſe, I could not admit the thoughts of dedicat- 
ing it to any particular patron ; as judging it @ bind of in- 
fuſlice to make any incloſure, or particular approbation of 
 avhat does, in its ſubje and ſcope, equally convern all. 

' Therefore it it, that I tale the boldneſs to inſeribe this 
little tradate to you, my very Reverend fathers and bre- | 
ihren, /ince it is your office as faithful watchmen and ſeerr, 
to enquire what time of the night it it, and to give the- 
people committed to your charge fanhful warning ap- 

parent fin and danger, and accordingly to direct our Iſtael, 

what they ought to doo. 3 

Ad finte ut is the true reſormed intereſt that ts now at 
* flale, I think it it more Iban time lo leave off contending a- 
mon ourſelves, in which kind of apparel or faſhion re- 
© tigion makes the bet or moſt decent appearance, ſince our 
united endeavours arenow called for {and all liult enough J - 
io defend religion uſelf againſt the formidable appearance 
of Albeiſm and profanity onthe one hand, and of an Idola- 
irous mockre/igion on the other, Therefore it it, that 1 
have inſcribed this ſo generally to you all; as judging the 
+ Chriſtian religion lo land in thoſe. effential truths, 1 5 
I hope we are agreed, and not in thoſe metaphyjical ſpecu- 
 dations in doctrine, or circumſtaniials. of wor /hip, . which © 
men of little fouls, by a furiour bigatry, Bave ſo long made 
 ofe of, out of mere humour, or with deen to diſunite and 
divide uu. Uo #3. © 
uns way material, T ſuppoſe, to know' the obſcure: I 
dame of him, who. makes bold thus ta addreſs you SEL if > 
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© there be not force and energy enough in what ir here dM 
|  eourſed, to awaken men to a ſerious ſenſe of danger and 
bl duty, the knowledge of the Author is never like 10 do it. 
However, he begs pardon here m the dark, both for the 
; . boldneſs and importunity of. the dedication, and the im- 
| perfections of the ſmall treatiſe ſelf, which he lays now be- 
| _ fore you: for both which, be can only ſay for bis excuſe, 

N that from the apprehen/ions he has of the church's and na- 
den, danger in the preſent cri ſis, he thought it ts his duty t 
o what be could in the caſe, though he is uſtly apprehenſive 
* be may not have performed his part in this as he ought. 

V But what is defettivg here, may the Lord flir up others 

greater abilities to ſupply. And 0h ! that this ſmall ef. 
Lay may be ſo happy, as thus to occaſion others more vigo- 

* rouſiy to beſtir themſelves to flem the ſwelling and growing 

use of the manifoldevils that threaten us this day with ruin. 

| bie, this, is the earneſt and humble petition of the 


; meaneſ of your number, that you would reſolately and: 
bl vigoronſly oppoſe and refit the preſent dreadful increaſe of 
"5  znfideltty and irreligion, with their concomitant evils ; 


which ſeem 10 be the ſad and fatal fore-runners of miſery. 
Which noble and generous undertaking, how difficult ſoever 
: | it may appear to be, ought not to be reckoned by any in 
1 vain : for who -knows but that God ts only waiting for 
| fuch an occaſion, to exert his Almighty power further on 
| ' our behalf? However, it is ſure, that in doing thus you 
Hall not loſe your reward whateyer happen ;. were it but 
l this, that it will certainly be accompanied with inward ſa- 
}  _ tisfattion and peace of mind, and the light of God's. counte« 


C 


=. 


1 mance made to ſbine upon you. 3 
* . , Now the Lord himſelf, with whom the reſidue of the 
| - - Spirit it, incite and ſtir you up to this important underta- 
ugs direct and affiſt you in it, and make it ſucceſyſul to the 
1 * further lengthemng out our peace and ſettlement, In all 
| _ #vbich reſpefs, may the bleſſings of Heaven ever attend and 
| - - reward you, until theſe happy Arcam: of paradiſe, uniting 
{  _ Together in ibe fulneſs and conſummation, unite you "1 # 
wn the great and beſt good, even the  beatific vfion and 
Ffuiſion of God himſelf, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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or THESE 


NATIONS 


CONSIDERED, 


" ARGUED AND IMPROVED, G. 


Eztix: Chap. 2 xxi. ver. wy - And what if the Sword be 
'  contemn even the Rod? It ſhall be no more, faith . 
boy Lord God. 


x JT: is now 8 four years > the firſt dawning 
of the late happy Revolution; which ſeemed ſo 
much the more auſpicious, that it bears the date from 
| * /econd Jifth of November, and that in another ezgh- 
ty-eighth ; which hereby became, on a double ac- 
count, a year of wonders. The riſing of a glorious 
and bright Sun in the Weft, where a little before 
one did ſet in blood, was ſuch an unexpected and 
ſarpriſing reverſe to the then ſcene and conſtitution. 
of affairs, that it was no wonder, if the generality 
of thoſe: who wiſhed well to their religion and coun- 
try, were tranſported, and as it were ſwallowed up 
with the pleaſant ideas of affairs, which ſuch an al- 
© teration gave them: for little did men, but a while 
before, imagine, that ſo radiant and illuſtrious a 
morning would have followed ſo quickly that blood 
and r 2 which had been looked upon B 
N A « POS. © > MART, ; 
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2 Tux ROD, OR THE SWORD. , | 


many, as a fad prelude of works things to follow. 
This was then the almoſt univerſal frame and dif. 
poſition of men's minds: which, as it did awaken 
them to reflect on what was either new to them, or 
freſh in their memories; ſo it did much lull aſleep 
the rational pfoſpect of what might henee have been 
expected to enſue. But the greateſt evil that theſe 
nations were then guilty of, was a too univerſal for. 
getſulneſs of, and ingratitude to God, the great and 
firſt cauſe of all thoſe mercies; who had appeared in | 
all that affair, as by an arm ſtretched forth from the 
clouds, ſo as to fulfil that word eminently in our caſe, 
That not by might, nor by firength, but by Ins own 
Spirit he had ſaved us: by his Spirit, I ſay, whereby 
he incited and ſpirited ſome, dejected and diſpirited 
others, and ſo univerſally turned the hearts of men : 
of all ranks and orders into a new channel, that 
| the vox populi in this caſe ſeemed very remarkably | 
| to be vox Der: I ſay, notwithſtanding all theſe 
| things, our ingratitude was as viſible as it was great, 
in attributing to man what was in. the firſt place the 
— 1 work of the Almighty : which was followed with. 
1 a too viſible reliance on human policy, and an arm 
of fleſh; to the ſeeming abandoning of that kind | 
Providence, wherein we had before ſo happily em- | 
barked. And from this fatal ſtep, might a ſerious 
obſervator have perceived our wheels begin to 
drive heavily, and our bow ſo oft to return empty ; 
whilſt in the mean time our enemes began-to awaken 
out of their amaze, and encourage themſelves again 
to attempt what for à while they ſeemed to deſpair 
of. Then it was, that we ſaw the /word drawn on 
both ſides, and with greater ardency than ever: 
which hath ftill continued without . ceſſation, and , 
without that fucceſs againſt the common enemy, | 
which, from the confederacy of ſo many princes we 
had expected. It is true indeed, and we muſt grate- 
fully acknowledge it to God's praiſe, that the groans 
- &6f poor Ireland, and the prayers put up on that ac- 


n have at laſt boen heard and mercifully an- 
7 ſwered, 


we: Fs 
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fwered. But yet our diſtractions at home, and 
the ſound of the trumpet, and the alarm of war 
from abroad, are ſuch as may be ſuſficient to awaken 
us to confider what the Lord ſpeaks to us at this 
time, by all theſe things. The voice of the Lord is 
yet crying to city and country ; but who ts that man 
/ wiſdom, that doth ſee God's name, or underſtand 
the voice of his diſpenſations, even of that rod which 
lies ſtill upon us? which if we altogether contemn, I 
* Heartily wiſh, we may not be forced to hear the 
Sword ere it be long. 
We are at preſent (if | miſtake not greatly) 
under very dark and intricate circumſtances : ane, 
in the mean time, we /ee not our /agns, neither ems 
there to be any among us, who knoweth how long. If 
we call to the watchmen, and aſk, what of the night 2? 
who is there that give us any diſtin& anſwer? 
I know, indeed, that extraordinary - prophecy is 
ceaſed, and that therefore they may juſtly be ſuſ- 
pedted, as being either deceivers, or decerved, who 
pretend to it. And yet, that God may, at ſome- 
times thus reveal things hidden and ſecret, to ſome 
of his own children, who dare ſo far limit the ho- 
ly one of Z/rael as to deny? But it is not this that 
I bewail here, but ſomething that falls under the 
obſervation of Chriſtians in a more ordinary way, 
with reſpe& to the Church's ate and criſis. Alas 
where are now. thoſe ſincere fearers of God with 
whom the ſecret of the Lord is ? Or where are they 


d to be found, that, in this reſpect, underſtand what 


that promiſed fruit of the Spirit is, amongſt others, 
to have thereby things to come diſcovered ? Nay, ſo 
far i is it from this, that even when the Lord's * | 
ts lifted up, we will not ſee nor regard it. And yet 
we want not iatimations this day of what is like to 


fall out; at leaſt, we have ſufficient indications of 


our preſent ſtate und circumſtances ; from whence 


we may ſoberly, rationally infer, by way of moral 


prognoſtication, what is moſt. probable to fall out, as 
the event and iſſue of thoſe things when are at this 
$ A2 time 
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time on the wheel. Though, I confeſs, we ought ia. 
* ſuch inguiries to ſtand upon our guard, that, under the 
{pecious defign of a rational and Chriſtian pre- con- 
1 deration of, and provijion for ſuture things, we-bar« 
| bour not a ſinful, anxious, and over-curious thoughts A 
1 Fulneſs about, and ſerutiny into, thoſe things which ? 
'_ God ſees fit to veil, from us, and-reſerves only to | 
| himſelf, And therefore all pofitrvereſs and dogma- 
1 ticalneſs, as to things ſo dark and debateable as fu. | 
ture events are, 1s ſtudiouſly to be avoided en ſuch 
| occaſions. Though I may juſtly affirm it, that it is 
| neither weakneſs, or a deſign this way to get a name 
| > in the world, that occaſions men for the moſt part 
to be ſo confident of their having drawn prophetical 
truth out of its dark 'recef/es, and of vending that 
| 


way human gloſſes for the Divine oracles. 
For my*own part, I am ſy conſcious of my own 
l inſufficiency, as to the making a judgmeſſt even of | 
l the more eaſy and obvious iadications and criteria 
of our circumſtances this way, that I have long 
hung in ſuſpence in my own mind, whether J had 
beſt to adventure upon any reflection of this nature: 
it ſeemed to me, to be properly the work a. Paul, 
1 wrapped up to the third heavens in viſions and reve- 
Ilations; or of a Jobs, who leans. on his Maſter's | 
} | boſom, to have the ſecret hey of the cloſet of future 
j events, and to unriddle the ſame to others: I thought 
”. days ſhould ſpeak, and the mulfitude of years ſhould 
| teach wiſdom ;- and that though God was not tied 
i to ſuch methods, (ſince even young men ſometimes 
may fee viſions, when old men do but dream dreams) 
yet who am I that I ſhould pretend to any thing of 
this kind 4 | . 
Pet, on the other hand, I conſidered, that it was 
part of my office, as a miniſter, humbly to enquire 
into the meaning of providences; that it was one of 
our Savour's charges againſt the Phariſees, that 
they neglected the obſervation of the figns of the time; 
that there were peculiur duties incumbent on Chriſ- 
tians, with reſpe& to the preſents ſtate of —_— 
hal ROT 25 Wich * 
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THE ROD, OR TOE $W6rD, 2 7 12 
1 which could n as t be known, and thereforè not prac- - 
tiſed, unleſs after an impartial. engurry into things; 


that this work of obſerving and judging of preſent 
diſpenſations, with reſpe& to what may be inferred 
thence, was attended with pleaſure as well as pains, 
and was both commanded and commended to us in 
ſcripture as a duty; and that withal, it was one part 
of the improvement of our reaſon, which as it diſ- 
tinguiſheth us from brutes, in its being capable to 
reflet back on things paſt, ſo it was capacitated to 40 
_ Forward alſo to thoſe things, which we may infer are 
© Cfukely to fall out, from the concatenation of cauſes aud 
ect. Beſides all which, the various occalions 
which we had lately, by the pions order of our ſu- 
periors, for faſting and prayer, did ſuperadd another 
argument for a ſertous enquiry into the ins we were 
guilty of, and the nature and tendency of thoſe provi- 
dences which gave birth to thoſe /olcmm opportune - 
Bes. . 
And as for the weatneſs I was.conſcious of in my- 
ſelf, and the mz/tates I might thereby be incident un- 
to in fuch an wndertating, I was encouraged not- 
withſtanding. to go on this way, from the, /en/2 of 
duty, in an habe dependence on God ; and the ra- 
1 ther, becauſe I perceived, that moſt men that had 
' applied themſclyes to ſuch ſtudies, had either erred 
by building on my/taten grounds, or been too poſitive 
in their determinations of particular events: whereas, 
I firmly reſolved to guard againſt all oecaſions, of 
being pſitive at all in ſuch things, or of taking pro- 
babilities for certaintiet. My work and defign which 
] propoſed, was therefore this only: that having con- 
ſidered the preſent /late of affairs in theſe nations, 
not ſo much polatically as Chriftianiy, and thence in- 
ferring what ſeems to be moſt rationally to be ex- 
petted, we might be brought to ſee and raind the da- 
ties which ſeem to be now incumbent upon us, with 
reſpect to the continuance of our preſent happy /ettle. 
ment, the further mereaſe of our mercies, and the a- 
bs” ae of thoſe evils which we ſeem to have reaſon 
WR A 3 2. otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe to fear. And in order ta my proceeding. 
iS in this deſign with the greater /ecurity, as well as per- 
1 f picuity, 1 purpoſely reſolved to wave the dark pro- 
.-  phefies of ſcripture, which I foreſaw would involve 
= me in long debates, and to proceed upon more cer- 
| tain and eaſy grounds: not that T think there can be 
any ſuch ſure and certain foundation, for making a 
judgment of future events, as that would be, if right. 
ly underitood ; but that it is not-ſo certain or eaſy 
to attain to know what is the real ſenſe and deſign 
of the Spirit of God in theſe, But however, ſure- 
' ly it is a work by itfelf, which I chuſed to paſs by 
for the preſent; as leaving it to the riper judgments 
of others, and my own more mature and further 
thoughts, if I ſhall afterwards have occaſion to bend 
my ſtudies that way. 
But to return: The preceding reaſons, I ſay, did 
fo far move me, as that I was relalved to attempt 
ſomething of this nature, at leaſt for my own ſatiſ- 
faction; which whilſt I was muſing on, and conſi- 
dering with myſelf what portion of ſcripture I ſhould 
lay down as a foundation to build my ſucceeding enqui- 
ry upon, I know not what;ſugge/{ion recalled to my 
memory this dark expre{/ion of a dark prophet. But 
fure J am, that at my frſt refteQting upon it, I did 
but little apprehend the /cope and de{gn of it, fur- 
ther than that from the words rod and ſword, and 
the /cope of the context, I did plainly fee that the 
words were comminatory of ſome judgment or other 
upon the people of the Fews. But upon a further 
fearch, there ſeemed fomewhat deſigned in the words, 
which I thought might not be unuſeful to preſent 
to the conſideration of others, and which therefore 
I ſhall proceed to enquire into, when I have previ- 
| ' ouſly conſidered the ſcope of the context, and the con- 
-  "feruttion and meaning of the words, . | | 
| As for the context, though the preceding chap- 
15 ters, even from chap. vi. ſeem to be but one continued 
- prophecy againſt the 7ews for their great ſins; yet, 
fince this chapter runs in a new ſtrain from the for- 
| £ mer, 
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mer, I ſhall go no further back, than to the firſt * 
verſe; where we find the prophet gets a new com- 
. - miſſion to prophecy, , which is confirmed again and 
again, v. 8. and 18. and ſo runs on to v. 28. where 
the prophet takes occaſion to digreſs on a new ſub- 
ject. It were long and tedious to ſean the ſeveral 
verſes of the chapter, and conſider every obſerva» - 
tion which might be drawn thence. And therefore 
J ſhall only obſerve theſe things following in gene- 
ral: (1.) That the fine of this prophecy was in the 
reign of  Zedekiah king of. Judab, who is no doubt 
pointed at, v. 25. ;. by the deſignation of the pro- 
fphane Prince of {ſrael, whoſe day ts fatd to be come; 
for from the very day of Zede#:ah's breaking his 
oath to the ing of Babylon, is  Fudah's fatal period 
reckoned, 2 Kings xxiv. 20. Jer. lit. 5. (2.) That 
the object of this prophecy is the land and people or 
the Jews; which is the more diſtinctly propoſed as 
threefold, v. 2. viz. Jeruſalem, the metropohs, with 
the whole country of Fudea, and the holy places 
themſelves alſo, i. e. the temple and the ſynagogues: 
all theſe were to meet with a ſeverer ſtroke than 
they had met with before under Jechoniah. (3.) 
That the nature of this .prophecy is comminatory 
and threatening, and that in a moſt ſevere manner, 
For, 1. The.. calamity threatened is a cruel; and 
bloody war, and captivity and ſlavery which are to 
follow upon it. This is ſet forth by the deſigna- 
tion of the ſword, which is the great inſtrument of 
war. But this ſword-is nt an ordinary ſword, but 
a deſolation of a ſingular nature: therefore. it js 
- faid to be the Lord's ſuſord, v. 3, 5. as being the 
ſupreme over-ruler of the calamity ; and yet it is im- 
- mediately apprgpriated to the King of Babylon, ha 
was to be God's executioner therein, v. 19. And 
as this /wapd is ſaid to be furbi/bed, that it may 
glitter and look terrible; and /arpened, that it may 
make a ſere ſlaughter, v. 9, 10, 11. So the fe- 
verity thereof is further declared, when we are 
ſtalqd, that it would cut off both tþe:righteous and the 
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wicked, v. 2. and extend itſelf univerſally upon all 

_ feehh, from ſouth to north, v. 4. 2. But as a farther 
cberacter of the terribleneſs of this calamity, it is 
deſcribed with reſpect to the 4:nds thereof, v. 14. to 

be a ſword drawn the third time. For the under. 
ſanding this, we are to remember, that tuo ſwords, 

1 deſolating wars, had already preceded to the 
Jews, vis. that under Jehoiakim, 2 Kings xxiv. 1, 

2,; and that under Jehoiachin, 2 Kings xxiv. 10. 

So that the third ſword that was to follow, was that 
under Zedekiah, 2 Kings xxv. 1, fc. Now it is 
threatened, that this ſword ſhall be doubled, 2. e. be 
twice ſo ſevere as the preceding calamities, though 
poſſibly it may refer to the wte/tine confuſions which 
were among the remnant that were left in the land 
under Gedeliah ; which we may ſee Jer. xli. 2, 3, 

Dc. This is the account which we have here of this 
terrible calamity ; at the thoughts df which, the 
prophet himſelf is called to ſigh and lament, ver. 6, 
But if the fore-thought of it deferved tears, what 
may we think would be the frame of the people 

when it comes. This the prophet gives us previ- 
ouſly an account of, ver. 7, That all hearts hall 
melt, and every hand be Feeble, &c. But more par- 
ticularly, he repreſents to us the concern of the more 
ſerious and godly part of the Fews, in order to know , ' 
the intent and meaning of this calamity ; who ſeem 
therefore to be brought in here in our text, ſaying 
or thinking with themſelves, What if the fword con- 
temn the red? And this leads me. to conſider the 

words themſelves. 

Now the plain cogſtruction of the words, (with- 
out giving you the trouble to hear every thing ſaid 
upon them by commentators) ſeems clearly to point 
at theſe two things, as the parts of the verſe : the 

(f.) whereof is ſet down by way of regſon, to what 

God had commanded the prophet to do in the pre- 
ceding verſe, which was to /ament and howl, by rea- 

ſon of the threatened ca/amizy. So that if we Join 


-y I to Pra . verſe, unto which it 
, $5, 4 
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Cry and howl, fon of man, for it ſhall be upon m , 
People, &c. mite therefore upon thy thigh ; becauſe it : 
is a trial; i. e. eminently ſo, it is a trial with a wits 
neſs. Whence we may obſerve, by the way, That 
it is very becoming a prophet to weep and lament, at 
the proſpect of thoſe calamitzes which be  foreſees td 
de coming on the world, even when, it may be, he may 
be ſent to publiſh the ſame ; for ſurely it can be no 
pleaſant meſſage to a miniſter of God, to be ſent with 
ſad and heavy tidings of judgment upon his coun- 
try; and God takes it well when he is ſuitably affect. 
od this way, The (2.) part of the verſe conſiſts of a 
7 2 propoſed, veith an anſwer returned thereuns 
Who it is that propoſes the qgue/?:0n is not exe 


prefſcd, though we, ſee that the anſwer returned un- 


to it, is from. God himſelf. But it is a matter of 
no great moment by whom the queſtion 1 is propo- 
ſed, ſince it is plain, that it is put up in the name of 
the people, thoſe of them eſpecially that were moſt 
ſeriouſly concerned this way; and it ſeems to be 
inſerted here of purpoſe, that in the anſwer ſome- 
thing might be ſuggeſted, whereby God's children 


might be comforted, in the midſt of the 1 . 


here threatened. | 
It is the /econd part of the verſe only, which I am 
to conſider ; which, as being the ground of my fol- 
lowing enguzry, I ſhall more diſtinctly handle. | 
The que/tzon will appear, when the meaning of the 
words is opened up: which I ſhall therefore confi» 
der with what perſpicuity and brevity I can. | 
And, J. We may obſerve, that the word [| Sword] 
is not in the original, but is ſupplied by interpreters 
to make up the /enſe.. And ſince the queſtion is re- 


lative to the judgment of the ſword, threatened in 


the former part of the chapter, it may be poſitively 
enough inſerted, though, I judge, it had been, more 
proper notwithſtanding, to have ſupplied the ſub- 
underſtood relation, by the word | Trial] which goes 
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tive to it. And thus the verſe would have: run 
more ſmoothly; For it is a trial: and what if it [or, 
he trial] contemn even the rod? But the matter is 
not worth contending for; ſince, however we un- 
deritood this, it leads us equally to the conſidera- 
tion of war and deſolation, as imported therein. 
IT. We may confider alſo the meaning of the word 
| [Red,] which is variouſly taken, Dau being ſome. 
times rendered the tribe, and ſometimes the Rod. 
The Septungint takes it in the firſt ſenſe; but moſt 
- Interpreters render it as our verſion doth : I incline 
rather to this latter opinion, eſpecially if the ob- 
ſervation of Futuus hold; who ſays, that it ought to 
be rendered | Rod] here, becauſe the word is fer::- 
nine quo in genere, (ſays he) vocem tribus apud He- 
breos legere non memiuimur. Bat if it be taken in 
the firſt ſenſe, yet the meaning will not differ much, 
as we ſhall ſee immediately; yet, as I ſaid juſt now, 
J incline rather to the interpretation given in our 
verſion; eſpecially ſince in the tenth verſe of this 
fame chapter, the word is found alſo, which cannot 
well be otherwife underſtood than by the Rod, to 
make ſenſe of it. Where, by the way, that dark 
place, (which interpreters call Mira Verba) were, 
in my opinion, better rendered thus: — It zs the Rod 
of my Sen contemning every tree, Where by the Rod 
of 65 's Son, we may either underſtand the Rod 
wherewith* God corrected Bir ſon T/rael ; or that it 
was the Rod of Chrift the Son of God, whereby he 
would puniſh the contemners of his word. But to 
return: however, we underſtand the word, it is 
plain to me, that affliftions are either plainly ex- 
Preſſed, or tacitly underſtood here. 
Now, III. Let us confider what we are to under- 4 
ſtand by the word {| contemn] here. It is certainly a 
__ figurative way of ſpeaking, importing the greatneſs 
of the calamity threatened ; which ſhould be ſuch 
as to make all foregoing troubles in a manner /lighted, 
contemned, or forgotten; as exceeding former tribu- 
lations, as far as the blow of a fword doth the 205 
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of a rod. And thus certainly it was, as to the judge- 
ment and captivity under Zedekiah ; which did ex- 
ceed the troubles under the former kings, as far as 
the Sword exceeds the Rod, or deſtructiuve judgments 
exceed caſtigations and paternal correfions : ſo that 
though the expre/ion be active yet the meaning is to 
be underſtood paſſively thus : when we read, What 
if the Sword contemn the Rod? We are to underſtand 
it, What if the Sword mate the Rod contemned ? But 
though this be here imported, yet it is certainly 
ſhort of the purport of the qgue/tzon, as will appear 
from the anſwer, when we come to it: for the an- 


Fer being negative, importing, RT oY en- 
quired after all not be : hence it is plain, that the 
enquiry is not barely this, Whether the judgment 
threatened would be very dreadful above former judge- 
ments? For if this had been all, the preceding threat- 
enings are ſo plain this way, that the anſwer re- 
turned would certainly have been affirmative, and 
not negative: therefore, I ſay, it is plain, that the 
queſtion runs upon quite another ground; and what 
elſe can this be, but a ſuſpicious and fearful appre- 
hen/ion, left the defign of this judgment might poſſibly 
be, totally to eradicate, cut off, and deſtroy the church _ 
aud nation of the Fews., It was this which God did 
foreſee would natively ariſe in the thoughts of 
ſerious, concerned, and public- ſpirited men: and 
therefore it was this foreſeen objection, which God 
was reſolved to anſwer, to the comfort of his o.ẽõm. 

From all which it will appear, that the /en/e of 
the qugſtion is this: what if this trial or ſword, de- 
ſpiſe and contemn to be eſteemed only as a Rod 
or chaſtiſement, but be indeed a viadictive judgement, 
deſigned totally to deſtroy this church and people. 

As if God's children ſhould ſay : Well, fince we have 
rot been reclaimed by more gentle methods, whilf/t un- * 
der the Rod of a diſpleaſed Father, may we not juſtly : 
now apprehend, that he has caſt by the Rod, and re- 5 
ſolves to take up the Sword, that ſo juſtice and ven- 


geance may have its free courſe, to the extirpating ſuch 44 
| a wicked 
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n wicked generation as we are: may not God thus . 
* Yaugh at our calamity, and his terrible judgments con- 
tem former chaſtiſements, as poor weak remedies, 
This is what I apprehend to be the true and native 
meaning of this geſtion, 1 
And even the Septuagint itſelf, though it differ 
from me 25 to the meaning of the word Shebet, LIK 
agrees upon the matter itſelf : for thus that verſion 
renders the queſtion here, Ks} 77 «\ 90x4 drwoty Et 
gmd ſi etiam tribus repulfa fuerit ? And what if the 
tribe be rejected? The meaning of which I take to 
be as much as if it were ſaid : What if the tribe of_ 
Judab be caſt off alſo, as well as the other tribes of 
Iſrael ? For ſurely, I cannot imagine, that their 
meaning ſhould only be, what if-the tribe ſhould be 
defeated, and get the worſt of it, and the enemy pre- 
vail.againſt them? I ſay, this can never be ration- 
ally thought to be deſigned here, ſince it were a con- 
tradiction to the plain hiſtory of the ſiege and de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem by the Afprians ; wherein we 
ſee how far the tribe of Fudah was prevailed over. 
Therefore, as this cannot 'poſſibly -be the thing ſo 
poſitively denied in the anſwer, ſo neither can it be J 
the meaning of the gugſtion: and therefore the Sep- | 
tuagint verſion ſeems to underſtand the queſtion to 
import, a fear and ſuſpicion in the mind of the god- 
ly, left God might intend, by this threatened judge- 
ment, to make an end of the tribe of udab and Ben- 
jamin, by rejecting it, in the ſame manner as he had 
done the other ten tribes, So that we ſee, whether 
we underſtand by the word Shebet, the tribe, or the 
Nod we muſt of neceſſity underſtand the ſum and 
ſubſtance of the queſtion to be the ſame that I pro- 
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poſed but juſt now, | 4 

And ſince we have thus arrived at the true ſenſe 

of the queſtion propoſed, we need not hefitate long 
as to the meaning of the anſwer, which is returned 
zthereunto ; for this is nothing elſe, but a perempto- 

ry and abſolute negation of the thing enquired after, + 
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vr. That the judgment feared, ſhall not be what 
many may fear it is. . 
Our tran/lators do ſtrangely perplex and confound 
the text here, by making this a comparative nega- 
tion only, by the addition of two words [uo more] 
which are neither in the original, nor Septuagint, the 
Hebrew being only, VV NT, and the Septuagint 
dran, which is plainly this, [It. hall not he.] Up- 
on what reaſon our interpreters have added theſe 
words, I ſhall not determine: but ſurely what we 
have ſaid, as to the meaning of the queſtion, makes 
it altogether impoſſible that this can be the ſenſe of 
the anſwer. 
And therefore the whole ſeems to me to run thus: 
but now, when mention is made of ſo ſevere a trial, 
what ſhall we think of it? What if this judgment 
exceeds the bounds of a Rod or Chaſtiſement? Or 
what if it deſtroy the tribe totally? No, no, (ſays 
God) it ſhall not be ſo neither: for however ſevere 
this judgment be, it is only defigned as a chaſtiſe. 
ment, and not utterly to deſtroy. Now this doth di- 
lucidly appear, in the captivity under Zedehiah : 
which though it was ſo ſevere a trial, and ſo furbiſh= 
/ ed a ſword, as might juſtly make all to think, that 
this ſword or trial did contemn the Rod, or was in- 
tended to cut off the tribe: yet we ſee, not withſtand- 
ing, that it was only deſigned by God as a correc. 
tion, which was-not to make a full end of them, as 
the preſervation of the eus under it, and his re- 
turning them again from it, do clearly evince. So 
that this query and anſwer come in here, by a kind 
of parent bęſis, in the midſt of all this comminatory 
ſermon, as a ray of light, hope, and comfort, to the 
true mourners and weepers in Zion. * 
And now, I ſuppoſe, by this time, we have be- 
gun to perceive, (as J would humbly hope) the na- 
tive ſenſe and meaning of the words : and therefore 
we may adventure to proceed, to propoſe- #wvo ob- 
ſervationt, that I think naturally reſult from the text 
= thus underſtood; the. 2 * the gue/izon propoſed; 
1 | and 
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and the ozber from the onfaver returned thereun to: 
not to mention other things that might be drawn 


from context and conmection of tlie words, to avoid pro- 
Iixity. The two main and principal obſervations or 


codtrines then, are as follow, in their order; though 
the fir}, which immediately follows, is that which I 
defign chieſly to infiſt upon. | 


4 


OBSERVATION I. 


That when GOD threatens his Church and 
People with the Sword of an enemy, after 
the Rods with which be bad formerly cha fg 
tened them, it may juſtly put the thoughts of 
all ferious Chriftians to this ſad and concern- 
ing Dilemma, Whether GOD may not be 
about to change his Chaſtiſements into De- 
_ ftructive, Judgments, to conſume and deſtroy 

- them? | 


7 Suppoſe it wereneedleſs to attempt any proof of this | 
4 propo/itien, ſince we may eaſily ſee upon the firſt 
view of the words, that whenever any people become . 
thus ſtated and circumſtantiated, as the Jews then 
were, they will have the ſame thoughts and concern 
as they appear to have had from this queſtion ; for 
let us but ſuppoſe our ſouls in their ſouls ſtead, and 
we will ſee this znference to flow very natively hence. 
Were we, with them, ſubdued by forezoners, the 
Ba of our nation captivated and baniſhed, and the 
reſt made /laves and tributaries ; and let us ſee with- 
al, deformation inſtead of formation amongft the 
remnant ; together with a proud obſtinate perſiſting 
in our unreformed flate, contrary to allengagements, 
and without any rational proſpect of purchaſing any 
thing thereby but ruin: I ſay, let us but ſuppoſe 
this to be our caſe and can we think any other thing 
Z than 


E 


1 * 


than what is here infinuated, that ſurely God were 
about to turn his rods into ſcorprons, his fatherly 
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corrections into the deſolating ſtrokes of an enemy. 
So that we ſee, it is not without reaſon, that the 


more ſerious aud thinking Fews cry out, in the que- 


5 


g 
* 1 


of the text, what if the Sword conte mm even the 


Rod? 


Surely then, ſuch circumſtances as theſe, would 
move us to apply to ourſelves more particularly, 
what in the general we have ober ved from the words. 
And therefore, fince our. circumſtances at this time 


bear no ſmall analogy to the ſtate of the Dee 
7 TA 


that time, may we not bring the propofition, a 
ad Hypothe/in, to ſpeak more home to ourſelves ; 
thus: . | 

That fince God in bis providence doth nov thre ten 
Lis Church and people in thefe nations (ar well as 
elle where) wzth the Sword of an enemy, &/ter th» 
Rods, with which be formerly corrected thejit ; it ma 
jufily put our thoy;hts to this fad and concerning di- 
lemma, whether God muy not be about to change his 
chaſtiſements into deſtructive judgments, t conſume 
and deftroy us? | 18 

In the proſecution of this propofition, (wherein all 
the Chriftas world in general, and theſe ntions iu 

rticular, are nearly cc-:cerned) I ſhall confine my- 


ſelf to theſe three  thing:, the /aft whereof, as the 


concluſion, inferred from the two former as the pre- 


miſes, will neceſſarily require the largeſt elucidation. 


The points are theſe : 


I. That we have been lately under the Rod; i. e. 
under God's Fatherly chaftiſoments. ' 


| II. That we are now thocatinid with the Sword ; 
i. e. with ſeverer judgments than we have yet 


ſeen, . 


IH. That the Church i- upon-this account reduced 
to thts fad Dilemma; Wir if the Sword con- 
B 2 temn 
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* THE ROD, CR TEE — * 
temn the Rod? i. e. What if ſucceeding trou- 
des and judgments be ſuch, as ſhall make the for- 


mer in a manner forgotten ? 


The Vir of theſe is, that we have been lutely under ; 
= the Rod. | | * 


I ſuppoſe it needleſs to infift on this, by recount- 
ing the ¶Mictions we have of late times been under; 
the memories of moſt men being more retentive of 
calamities, ſorrows, and -troubles, than of mercies, 
deliverances and comforts. The late c:v2/, or rather 
vil wars, with the devaſtations and miſeries 
thence enſuing ; the ſevere enactinꝝ, and more ſevere 
executing, of penal laws on difſenting Proteftants ; the 
excommunications, and inquiſition- like proceedings of 
ecelgigſtical courts, with many other things a-kin 


to theſe: ſuch things, I ſay, leave impreſſions on 


mens ſpirits, that are not eaſity worn off. And it 
is, I fear, the too common fin of ſome on the one 


ide, to thiuk upon their being actors formerly in 


ſuch things with no little pleafure: as, I fear alſo, 


that /ame reflect upon their former ſufferings with 


too great rancour and grudge of ſpirit, againſt thoſe 
who were either the authors or inſtruments of their 
being ſo uſed. And as we remember, I fear, too 


much what we have ſuffer«1 one from another; ſq, 


I ſuppoſe, the dg, and endeavours of our common 
enemies are not Wholly out of mind. 

What! can we have forgotten the Popiſb plots fo 
oft renewed, and ſo oft diſcovered ? or the arbitrary 
defigns of ſome to enſlave us, with the progreſs they 
made therein, in corrupting the election, for parlia- 


ment, and the procuring the delivering up of the. 
'charters of corporations ; together with the illegal! 


trials, and bloody 'executions and murders of many, 


and ſome of them the patriots and champions of their 


religion and country? And, I ſuppoſe alſo, the judge- 
ments and affliftions which bore the immediate g- 


nate of divine Providence, cannot be obliterated. 
out of mens minds much as the burning of London, 


(hate ver 
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(whatever hand ſome men had tterein) and the 
* {word of God, the pe/tz/ence, once and again renew- 
ed; with other things of that nature. I ſay, we 


cannot have loſt the ideas and remembrance of thoſe 
ſeveral forts of Rode, wherewith God was pleaſed 
ſucceſſively to correct us in theſe nations for our ini- 
quities. 25 3 | » 
But that which I would have conſidered with re- 


| ſpect to all theſq is, that, notwithftanding the ſeem- 


ing ſeverity of them, they are yet to be reflected 


upon only as fatherly corrections, which God was 


pleaſed to inflict upon us, in order to reèlaim us 
from the evil of our ways, and therefore may be 
obſerved to be tempered with mercy and favour for 
us: which will appear, whether we conſider our for- 
mer afllictions in #bemſelves, or comparatively. with 
thoſe of others, | | | 

If we confider our afflictions abſolutely and in tbem- 
ſelves, we may find a great deal of mercyat the bottom 
of the moſt bitter cups we have yet been made to 


drink of: For have not our troubles been remark- 
ably moderated, ſo as neither to come to the height 


which, enemies deſigned, or which we feared? Have 
we not experienced God's Kindneſs to us, even when 
we ſeemed to be plunged in the depchs of ſorrow, , 


+ anc the confines of deſpuir? How wondertully did 
God then fupport his people, and ſweeten to them 


his moſt bitter cups? Vea, and of what Hort conti- 
nuance have their moſt dark nights been? How 


hath God made the dark clouds pals over us! Thus 
was God' pleaſed to change his diſpenſations, ſo as to 
-  thew thas;/atherly diſpleajrre, and his bowels of com- 

* paffion alternately: calms did follow our forms ; and 


though ſorrow oft continued for a night, yet joy ſtill 
ſucceeded in the morning. ; 


But further, it will appear how favourably God - 


has dealt with us all along, ia the midſt of the 


ſharpeſt Rods we have been under, if we compare 


our alſlictiont with what otherwhave been expoſed to. 


= 
4 & 


for have we hen expoſed to any thing like the os . / 
| „ Perſe. 
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perſecutions of the primitive Chriſtians ? There have 
been but few (in compariſon of the many who have 
been ſpared) who have been called to re// unto blood. 
We have not been burned alive, or ſawn aſunder, 
or diſmembered piece-meal, or murdered, or maſ- 
ſacred in our houſes or beds. We have not met 
with ſuch fevere treatment as the poor Waldenſes 
and Preeards of old. Smithfield has not again, in our 
days, ſmoked, as of old, with the faggots of martyrs, 
nor the Marian perſecution been re. acted; neither 
have we fallen under ſuch ſtrokes as the Pariſian 
and Triſb maſſicret. Nay, is it not an inexpreſſible 
mercy to us, that our country has not been made the 
field of achion to deſolating armies, as Hungary, 
Flanders, the Palatinate and Savoy have been? We 
have not been made the #heutre of defolation, or 
the . of blood and rapine. We have not been 
murdered and ruined, baniſhed and diſperſed, like 
the poor Piemontois of late. Neither have we been 
forced to ſubmit our reaſons and conferences to the 
wnanſwerable arguments of booted 6 17 and Catho- 
tic French dragoons ; nor expoſed to the intolerable 
lavery of the moft Chriſtian Mediterranean galleys, 
&c. And ſurely, if, beſides all this, we compare 
what we have met with, and been under, with our 
fins and their aggravations, (which have not been 
leſs, but, it may be, more than of other nations) we 
muſt needs be enforced to own, That God hath dealt 
with us far more, mildly and mercifully than our 
iniquities have deſerved. __ 
 - And as by all theſe things it doth plainly appear, 
that we have been hitherto only under the <ha/t1/e- 
ments of a Father: So this is more fully and conſpi- 
cuouſly manifeſted to all the world in the late wore 
_ derful Revolution of affairs; for in this, as God's 
+ mercy hath eminently ſhewed itſelf for the good of 
the Proteſtant Church and intereſt in general; ſo, 
more particularly, for the ſafety and eftabliſhment of 
theſe nations. * | 
For what elſe was the language 4 the re bappy | 
_ deliverance 
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© deuiverance, but what God of old expreſſed to the 
4 Itraelites, when he ſaid, © How ſhall I give thee up, 
« Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver thee up, O Iſrael ? 
60 _ ſhall I make thee as Admah ?” &c; 
Thus, I ſay, it was, that God ſeemed to ſpeak to 
us of late, How ſha 1 I give thee up, O my Church! 


Hoy ſhall I deliver thee to judgment and ruin? 
- © How ſhall I make thee as Frauce or Hungary? Kc. 


* my bowels and heart are turned yet once again to- 

* wards you: Therefore I will nct at this time exe- 

cute the fierceneſs of mine anger, I will not de- 

© ſtroy Britain; for J am GOD and net man, and 

y therefore I will find out a way of deliverance for 
© you,” &c. | 

But ſuffer me yet to be more particular in the 
applying to ourſelves fone /criptures that ſeem re- 
markably to guadrate with the fate of theſe three 

nations, at the time of this deliverance. 

And ' firſt, did not God ſpeak. of Eng/and then af- 
ter this manner: I hid me, and was wroth, and he 
* went on frowardly in the way of his heart; I have 
* ſeen his ways and will heal them.” A wonderful 
thing, that when God could bring no arguments 
from us, he ſhould | bring them from the greatneſs of 
his own mercy ! But yet, notwithſtanding this ſurpri- 
ſal of mercy, many among us make quite a contrary; * 
uſe of it, by their reſtleſs endeavours to make them- 
ſelves and others miſerable again; and therefore that 
which follows, may fitly be applied to them: © But 
the wicked are like the troubled ſea, when it can- 
© not reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt.” But 
as they love not peace, ſo God has ſaid, < That there 
is no peace to the wicked.“ 

In the next place: Scotland's caſe at that time, 
ſeemed much like that which we have mentioned of 


_ {frael, with reſpect to the captivity : Therefore 


„ (faith God) behold J yill allure her, and bring 
her into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak comſortably to 


« her.” For it was with their greateſt affliction 
there, that God did make their greateſt ſalvation 
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and conſolation: to coincide. When God ſurprized 
them © with terrible things which they looked not 

« for, he made the mountains, even then, to flow 

© down at his preſence, and turned again their cap- 
« tivity as ſtreams in the ſouth: Even fince the time 
that he ſpoke againft them, he did earneſtly re- 

«© member them ſtill;“ and made the time of their 

greateſt extremity his opportunity. 

And then A, the diſpenſations of God towards 
Treland, ſeem to quadrate very remarkably, with - 
that word wherewith-the Lord did of old both threat- 
en and comfort Egypt in the ſame breath, when he 
ſays, That he would ſmite Egypt, thar he would 
“ ſmite it and heal it,” g. The ſevere an bloody 
ſtrokes of poor Ireland have been in order to its 
cure. And therefore we may ſee how far“ God's 
, ways are above dur whye, and his thoughts above 
„our thoughts.“ 

So that, in all theſe reſpects, God has Sed | 
both his power and mercy towards theſe nations, in 
the late deliverance. So that we may not unfitly ap- 
ply ts ourſelves, in this reſpect, what was ſaid of 
the Ifraclites, under a like diſpenſation :—* Accord- 

« ing to this time it ſhall be ſaid of Jacob and of 11 
„ rael, what hath God en 2 

But to proceed. 

The /econg point is: That we are Now pleas 
with the ſword. - 

This is, I ſuppoſe, what is ſelf. 1 for the 
proof whereof nothing 1s required further, than to 

take notice of public - occurrences, which every poſt 
- furniſaeth us with. And that this did ſupervene u- 
pon the Rods, which we were lately under, I ſup- 
poſe none can doubt of, who reflects ſo far back as 
unto the turn of «furs in our late glorious delive- 
rance: for as God delivered us then from the evil 
we groaned under, and from the apprehenfions of 
worſe things intended : ſo it was by the un/heathing 
of the ſword, that it was* effected, though God in 
Me made the fight, rather than the b/0ww thereof, 
: fave 
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fave us. But who knows not, that the Mow hath 
been ſince that time felt. 

And ſurely, the i is ſo far from being put 
up, that we ſee ourſelves daily threatened with it 
from abroad; there being, at the ſame time, but too 
many Till affected men in the midſt of us, who are 
ready to ſacrifice their religion and country, to their 
own bigotry, malice, and peeviſh humours. 

That therefore, which 1 would only propoſe here 
to the ſerious reflections of all, is to conſider, what, 
and how terrible the Sword 5 with which we are 
now threatened; that we may hence ſee, how miſe- 
rable a people we ſhould become, if ever (which 
God forbid) we ſhould be ſo unhappy as to fall under 
ſuch a judgment.. And though all confidering men, 
J ſuppoſe, are fully enough fatisfied in this matter: 
yet, fince ſome ſeem to be altogether indifferent and 
regardleſs 1n the caſe, and others fond of 'ruin and 
miſery, I ſhall therefore earnelily deſire, that we 
may ſeriouſly conſider what thoſe things are, that 

we mult neceſlarily expect, if God ſhould be provo- 
ked to give us up into our enemies hands. 

For ſurely, if God ſhould permit this, we muſt 
expect that our puniſiment muſt bear ſome propor- 
tion to our many and great fins and provocations; 
fince hereby it would be apparent, that we have ve- 

ry highly provoked God to inflict upon us, vhat he 
ſeemed, by his former diſpenſations, deſirous to de- 
liver us from: For at what time God ſpeaks con · 
< cerning a nation, to build and to plant it; if it do 
devil in his fight, that it obey not his voice, then 
will he repent of the good wherewith he ſaid hs 
© would benefit them.“ Jer. xviit. 9, 10. 

But if this confederation be apt to be ſlighted by thts 
— fual and carnal men, I deſire they may but conſider 
the genius ond complexion of our enemies: for as they 
are the enemies of our religion, which they are obli- 
ged by their principles, is et modzs, every manner 
of way to root out and excirpate, under the notion 


of the peſlilent Northern Hereſy ; fo, are they not 
| {wor- 


T7 * : 2 * | * N — f bs 8 
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{worn enemies to our country end perſons, whoſe old 
grudges againſt us, are now heightened more and. 
more by late provocations ? 

And ſurely, we cannot but look. upon them. as a 
mercileſo and cruel enemy, who are ſufficiently known 
of late, by their barbarities and devaſtations, where- 
ever they get footing. To whom I may not unfitly 
apply (what was ſaid of another fort of enemies of 
eld), A fire devoureth before them, and behind 
them a flame burneth: the land is as the garden 
©« of Eden before them, and behind them «© deſolate 
1 yea, and nothing ſhall efcape them,” 

&c. Joel ii. 3. And though they may now cunning- 
ty play the angler, in fiſhing ſome with the enticing 
zait of ſmooth promiſes, and others with a golden 
book, yet I hope wife men will remember the old 

ing Timeo Danaos et dona frrentes; as remem- 
bering that — Fi uli dulce canit volucrem dum decipit 
anceps. 

For we muſt be ſo far juſt to them, as to add this 
alſo to their character, that they are a powerſal ene- 
my, both for policy, number, e e, and boldneſs : 

and therefore our lighting of them fo much, and 

ſpeaking of them uſually with ſo much contempt, I 

look upon as none of the beſt figns of our ſucceſs. 

For, though every man ought to rejoice to ſee any 
ſigu of true courage in the nation, yet it is neither 
a wiſe nor honourable part, to deſpiſe an enemy, eſpe- 
cially one ſo confiderable as the French now are. 
Aud fince the cafe is thus with us, let us conſider 
impartially what we have to expect, if ſuch a terri- 
ble Sword as this ſhould ever-get a commiſſion to 
be our puniſhment z for we may eaſily then imagine 
that no Faith would be kept with ſuch heretics as 
' they reckon us to be. Yea, this foreign ſword would 

quickly be followed with znteſtine diviſions, tumults, 
and confuſions among ourſelves. And how dread- 
ful the effects and copſequances of ſuch things mult 
be, we may eafily imagine. We ſhould: then ſee 
our cities and towns in flames, all bonds, civil or re- 
ligious, 
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ligious, broken, and liberty and prajeaty wholly: t 
an end, No reſpect then ſhown. to the 2nfant in the 
cradle, or the grey bairs of the aged. We might 
then ſee our matrons abuſed, and our virgins de- 
floured. For frangers and foreigners would then 
p<-leſs our bou/es, enjoy our e/tates, feaſt on the fut- 
neſs of our tables, and look big in our apparel ; 
whilſt we ourſelves are glad to enjdy a few mor/els, 
and eſteem 1t a favour to be permitted to live. No- 
thing then heard, in city or country, but lamentation, 
miſery and woe, No ſecurity from murders and afſaſ- 
2 nor any peace to him that goes out or 
comes in. And if it fare thus with our outward 
man, what becomes of the inward ? hy, it is in 
bondage, darkneſs, and fetters. Nothing then heard 
but an univerſal cry, great in Diana, and the image 
which the prince has ſet up to be worthipped. If 
there be any Nicodemus then, be comes to Chriſt by 
night, and owns him by ſtealth, for tear of the Jervss 
But if, with Daniel, any be ſo bold, as to open his 
windows towards the temple of Jeruſalem, he muſt 
expect to be caſt unto the enraged ons, and a fiery 
furnace mult then be expected to be the lot of fach 
as openly refuſe to worſhip the abomination that ma- 
keth deſolate, which is then ſet ups. Ah, myerable 
England! ah, deſolote Scotland! ah, wretched Tre. 
Ind! ſhould fach things happen. And yet ſuch 
things muſt needs be expected, ſhonld the enemy 
prevail over us. Which; ſince it is thus, by what 
name can we call that more than irrational, and worſe 
than wicked temper of many, who. ſeem fond of fuch 
a ſcene of affairs? not remembering, that even they 
themſelves muſt ſuſfer as well as others, if ever ſuch: 
things ſhould happen: for even. thoſe who love ſuch 
treajon, and ſubſerve themſelves of at, will notwith- 
ſtanding bate the !rattors for it. But I ſhall forbear 
to ſay any more on this head, when I have once de- 
Aired, that men would ſeriouſly conſider theſe W 
mentioned. 
| Vato which, I ſhall ſabjoin the charaGer which 
the 
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the Chaldeans get in ſcripture, (wherewith I think 
that of the French nation, as Popiſb, doth in many 
things very aptly quadrate) whom the prophet Ha- 
Fak##1uk doth deſcribe as follows: | 

« will work a work in your days, which you 
© will not believe, though it be told you. For lo, I 
ce raiſe up the Chaldeans, that bitter and haſty na- 
ce tion,” who ſhall march through the breadth of the 
ec Jand, to poſſeſs thedwelling-places that are not theirs. 
ny They are terrible and dreadful, - their horſes ſhall 
« be ſwifter than the leopards, — the ſhall come all 
© for violence,“ & c. Hab. 1. 5,6, 7, g 9, 10. Aver- 
tat bonus Deus quod verentur quidam preſagium ; 
mutato ſcilicet nomine fabulam narrari. Utcunque, 


_ capiat ad fructum, qui capere poteſt. 


The third point is, that the church (upon the fore- 
mentioned account) 1s reduced to this Jad dilemma, 
What if the Sword contemn the Rod ? i. e. What if 
ſucceeding troubles and judgments be ſuch, as ſhall 


make the former in a manner torgotten ? 


In ſpeaking to this werghty, hut critical pornt, 1 
propoſe. to myſelf an impartial enquiry into, or con- 
fideration of mac three heads 5 vix. 


1ſt, W, "PH it ic, that we are reduced to ſuch a con- 
Sov; , as to be much in the dark, whether the Sword 


. may tontemn the. Rod; or what is the cauſe, or "original 


25 this our preſent Ditemnia. 


a 2dly, What are the grounds of a altona / enquiry in- 
72 what is like to be; or from what topics may we ad- 


venture to conſider our preſent late, and the A of 
ae among us. 


; i Wha is the en Ps T2 may 1 

to make, from theſe grounds, of our preſent Hate, and 
what prag neſtication may aue thence 8 i er, as to 

cur See condition. | | 


— ROD, OR THE $worD. 


A 


The Firſt of theſe is : IV hat is the nh or, * 
„ our preſont Dilemma, or whence it is that awe are | 


g reduced io ſuch à condition, as to be much in the dark 
whether the Sword a contemn the Rd . | 


I have already manifeſted what our EDT Di. 


Rocha is, by ſhewing, that as we have been formerly 


under the Rod, ſo we are now threatened with, the 


Sword. But in the proſecution of this propo/ition 


© here, I would have it conſidered, (left - appear to 


into the cauſe or original of this Dilemma 


any actum agere) that I am upon a neu 7 79 7 VIZ. 

t we. are 
under: The elucidation wheteof will more fully o- 
pen to us the thing that we are now in queſt of, and 


which we intend to conſider further, in the proſe- 


- cution of the other remaining propofitions. 
And here certainly the orzginat and cauſe of our 


* preſent dilemma can be nothing elſe, but the dark- 


| 


- , 
- 


" nels. that is, or appears to us to be, upon our preſent 


national and church-flate, with reſpect to God's judge- 


ments, either really impending over us, or appear- 


ing ſo to do. For here the minds of good men dif- 


fler vaſtly; ſome being afraid of a final rejection of us, 


and that God's threatenings againf us are abſolute and 


Adecretory: whillt others, though they fear the judgements 

' impending will be very ſevere, if inflifted, do yet appre- + 
3 bend and hope, that i they. Pall not be. fuch as % male a - 
© full end of us, and that the threatenings ee are 


”. only. conditgonal, and not abſolute. _ 


But in order to our more diſtin cognoſcing of 


© our preſent ſtate, as to this matter, we muſt ne- 


coeſlarily premiſ⸗ 
Judgments, againſt /unfut churches and nations in ge- 
neral. 


ſome things, with reſpect to God's 


And as to this: we may talce notice, (10 Of a 


*2 2 variation in the things which are threatenet' yd 
| l 3 totally 40 le 


againſt ſuch a people. For, 1. Sometimes 
„ nation or church, by re- 


moving dhe goſpel wholly from them; as we ſee. 


3 inſtance of c r lane oh | 
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day, whoſe candleſtick hath n now for many ages been 
removed out of its place. 
But, 2. At her times God only threatens to cafl off 
| a people for fome ſet and limited time, viz. for one or 
= more generations, (yet reſerving a remnant for him- 
| : elf); thus he did with the church of the Jews in the 
| | wilderneſs, he caſt off one generation and yet e eſtabliſh- 
j ed his covenant with another. | 
| And thus alſo he did with the Jewiſh thorek; in 
| the time of the captivity, whom he caſt off as to 
| their national church-ſtate for ſeventy years. 
| And (2.) As there is a great difference in the 
things, threatened againſt ſuch a people, ſo is there a 
11 great difference in the manner or way of God's threaten- 
4 inge againſt ſinful churches and nations. For 1. Some- 
times God's threatenings are abſolute and decretory; which 
| therefore cannot be diverted or avoided, and may 
be then be rather looked upon as open declarations of 
WW  C<Gzd's purpoſe and decree than bare threatenings. 
[ And theſe alſo are ' two-fold, viz. Either, 1. So 06- 
ſolute and uecretory, as to be accompanied with judicial 
indlucation, o infatuation ; ſo as the people who are 
the objects thereof, are rendered thus incapable of re- 
formation and repenthhce;having firſt provoked God | 
by their obſtinate wickedneſs ſo to do. Thus it was | 
with the o/d/2v7r 1d, whom God repented to have made; „ 
and ſaid 0. e. firmly determined) he aveuld deſtrey. 
And thus it was with the Jews in and after the days 
of our Saviour, over whom therefore Chriſt laments, 
© becauſe they did net łnezu in their day of grace, the 
bing that did belong to their peace. Or, 2. Such threat- 
©. _enings are only abſolute in part, ſo as Jill to admit of re- 
f pentance ani reformation, through the intervention of 
which, though judgments cannot be. wholly avert- 
ed, yet they may be mitigated, -and delayed, and ſanc- 
tified, and after God's ſet time removed. Thus it 
Was with be Fews, as 10 "the threatened captivity: 
Which, though it could not be totally averted, yet 
we ſee mayy mitigations attending it: For it was 


delayed all the . of He $a: "upon his reformation. 
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It was not total; for God reſerved a remnant. Nei- 
ther was it final, as we ſee in the return of the peo- 
ple again from it. And we find alſo, that this ſharp 
= Rod, or Sword rather, was /anfified to this people, in 
purging them more from idolatry ever after, than 
they had been before. So that though this judge- 
ment could not be totally averted; yet, upon repen- 
-tance and reformation, it was, variouſly mitigated 
and ſweetened. But, A 
2. At other times, God's threatenings are not abſo- 
lute, but conditional only: ſo that though ſuch Rods 
be juſtly deſerved, yet through the inter vention of 
"repentance and reformation, they may be wholly a- 
verted and kept off. Such threatenings-are ordina- 
ry in ſcripture; and various inſtances we have alſo 
of deliverance from the execution of them, through 
the intervention of repentance. Amonglt theſe, the 
inſtance of Nineveb is famous; and ſo much the 
more, that it was a heatheniſli people. And here we 
may obſerve, that ſuch threatenings are nothing elſe, 
But an account and open declaration of God's  ordina- 
ry courſe, rule, and way of juftice,. as he is the So- 
vereigh Rector and Judge of the world, by which he 
warns men of judgments to be iſticked, in caſe they 
repent and reform not. And hence it is, that Abra- 
bam, in his plea for Sodom, uſeth this argument: 
s What, fays he, © wilt" thou deſtroy the righteous 
« with the wicked? Shall not the Judge of all the 
*'carth do right?“ Gen: xviii. 25. And if God's: 
threatenings be thus to be underſtood, with refpect to 
the world in general, then far more wah Leon 
to his own churches. 
- Theſe things being nected, thi a enquiry” 
now will be, how we are to judge of our own ſtate 
here: For it is the difficulty of applying theſe to 
our preſent ſtate, that occaſioneth our preſent dark- 
neſs, as to that profpect we would otherwiſe have 
ol things of this nature. | I canfeſs the taſk is diffi- 
cult; yet I ſhall adventure to ſet down my thoughts ä 
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Our prefent Dilenima flows _ hence, That God ſeemy. 
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Pi is. what, I hope, I am not without ſome 
| weighty Reaſons for; though I know there 
are ſome good men, whoſe fear carry them to the 
contrary perſuaſion. The grounds of this my hope, 
are as follow, Which I leave to the impartial confi. 
de ration of all; though, in a matter of this nature, 
we are not to expect demonſtration, the ſubje& not 
admitting it. But, I fay, the following confidera- 
tions will at leaſt beget in us good hopes this way. 
1. Let it be conſidered, then, That whatever e- 
vil be in our preſent Bate, yet we are on the fide 
of truth, and have eſpauſed a good cauſe. The 
eauſe: of Gol, and the credit of the goſpel, is that 
which we now contend for: And therefore, have we 
not reaſon to hope for a good event at laſt, though | 
we 10 meet with Eoybles 1 in the mean time for our 
8 en 
2. And as, we are Fay FITS! Ak fos truth, ſo we are 
fare our enemies are fighting againſt it, and ſo may 
" juſtly be looked upon as Seeing againſt God. And A 
therefore, however God may deal with us for s 
time, in making them « ſcourge to us; yet, in the 
clofe, We may expect, he will burn the Rod, when 
he has ſubſer ved bimfelf of it. And in this poſſibly, 
the war between Benjamin and the ether tribes, may 
be no. unſuitable emblem of our condition. For there- 
in we find the Benjamites twice. victorious over the 
1/eatlits, even though the other tribes conſulted God, 
. in every ſtep of the war, and went out to battle ac- 
cording to his expreſs order. But at laſt the ſcene 
was inverted, to the almoſt utter extirpation of that | 
_ finfully obltinate tribe. Thus, it may be, God may * 
be now about to do with us, in this preſent war: 
He may puniſh vs and W confederates by the . 1 
Ne 1 £ h - an 
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3 And make thee for foie time victorious, - to our 
grief, vexation, and affliction. And yet I am hope -x 
ful, that when he has performed his whole work up- 1; ll 
on mount Zion, HE WILL BRING DOWN, THE GLORY. 3 
or THAT PROUD KING, Ax D LAY IT. IN THE DUsr,%„ »Þ 
”® To THE ECLIPSING OF THATFIER Y SCORCHING 
SUN or THE Porisn WORLD; so THAT HIS MOTTO, 
Nec Pluribus impar, MAY COME TO BE Etiam Huta 
zmpar *, 
3. And ſurely, the great. hinge that Gat has 
done for us in theſe nations of late, may cheriſh in 
us good hope, that God does not threaten us wittw | 
- any ſuch thing as a total rejection. He may We 
fuffer this generation, (whom he hath fo lately, as 
were, brought out of Egypt) to fall in the ene 
neſs, becauſe of our ſin and ingratitude, without 
cCauſing us to ſee that defirable ſtate of-affaics, which 
otherwiſe might have been our mercy. But to 
think that he has done all this, and yet intends to 
leave both us and our poſterity as a prey to the A- 4 
malekites, who. can imagine? Might we not. then "2 
. plead with Moſes, in the like caſe: © Lord if thou | 
« do ſb, the nations will ſay, That thou didf ſuffer 
« this people to be a prey to their enemies, becauſe 
thou walt not able to ſave them; and what wilt 
... thou do then for thy great name?” Therefore, 
I chooſe in this caſe, to conclude againſt ſuch a fear 
as this, with the wife of Manoabh, If the Lord had 
& deſigned utterly to reject us, he would not have 
e accepted us ſo far as he has, neither would he 
„ have ſhewn us ſuch wonders as he has of late 
« wrought for us,” Judg. xiii. 3. 8 
. Object. But ꝛc bat ſecurity bade we agninfl a yotal 
rejection, more than the ſevtn fameus Aſiatic churches 
| of old had, to whom John dedicates eſpecially his Revelation, 
i Av. 1. 1 confeſs, God's dealings toward thoſe 
"= old churches,” as well as many others, have been 
very awful and tremendons. Yet I take it as a 
=o vulgar error only, (though ſo commonly aſſerted, e 
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4 N ven by eee all the ark Abatic > wg 
= crarcentirely caſt off; although I readily grant, that 
ſome of theſe churches are indeed totally for the 
preſent caſt off, and all of them miſerably ignorant 
and cerrupted. But te unchurch all places over. 

run with error and ſuperſtition, (as all the Grecian 
churches now are) or to think, that when God has 
fo remarkably kept up the profeſſion of religion, in 

ſome of thoſe places, there is, notwithſtanding, no 
| ſeed of grace, or fpark of piety remaining in the | 
U, Hearts and lives of ſome ſuch poor and weak Chriſ- 
© Yrans, is a ſtreteh too great for Chriſtian. charity to 
ſwallow or admit of. And yet, if this were granted 
(which I think none can) that there is not —— | 
grain of ſerious and true piety among —.— we 
muſt fill hopefully conclude, that God ſeems to in- 
tend the revival of the goſpel again in thoſe parts, 
in due time, where he has ſo wonderfully continued 
the Chriftian profeſſion. But now, for proof of 
this, that. Chriſtianity i is not wholly extinguiſhed in 
all thoſe Afatic churches, I refer the reader to Sir 
Paul Ricum's account of them: which I bad further 

. confirmed to me by a worthy gentleman who was his 
Jellow-traveller into thofe parts : by which account 
we are given to underſtand, that as Epheſus, Sardis, 
atid Zaodicca, are totally deſtroyed at this time, and 
Pergamus almoſt reduced to the like condition; ſo- 
the other three, 'viz. Smyrna Thyatita, and Phila. 
delphia, though involved in the {ame darkneſs and 
fuperſtition with the reſt of the Grecian churches, 
ate yet, notwithſtanding, preſerved in ſome tolerable 

| condition, as monuments of God's ſparing 

And truly, when we confider ow 2 Ay both 
the e and threatenings, made to or againſt 
thofe churches, ſeem to quadrate with their preſent 

Rate, it ſeems not = little confirming to our faith. 


Ik it were not for fear of ſwelling this paper, by . 

2 too long a digreſſion, I would "WE at ſome pains to Wn 
ew, how remarkably the propheey is literally ful. 
Rs in the event; but this. ä 
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| verſion, to compare the fecand and third chapters * 
of the Revelation, with the ſecond chapter of the fore- 
cited book e and therefore I leave this hint to be fur- 
ther purſued by private meditation. Only, I ſay 
farther, that hereby I have received more pleafure- 
and ſatis faction, than in all the fine-ſpun allegorical 
gloffes of ſome learned men, who interpret this my- 
1 ftically, to repreſent the various ftates of religion. in 
©. the ſeveral ages of the Chriſtian church, to the end of. 6 
the world. 
But a. I fay further, i in onfirer to this een, 
That the cafe of the Alatie, and other primitive 
churches, that either are, or ſeem to be totally caſt. 
off, is vg different from the fate of the reformed.” 
churches, ſince the Reformation, i in this refpe@ ; that 
whereas they fell in with the zncreaſe of Antichri/tt- 
an defettions, we are now. under the real decreaſe of 
that intereſt, whatever the preſent poſture of things 
ſeem to be: Thoſe ancient churches were ruined by 
that contagious and prevailing apoſtacy from the z 
truth, which, by various ſteps, over-ran the Chriſtian - * 
world, under Papal u/urpations, and ſo fell alſo under | 
the laſh of thoſe ſevere judgments which. God raiſed - 
3  vupagainſ ſuch as worſhipped the beaſt and his image, 
_ ſach as the Saracens and Turks. Hut, on the contra- 
ry, the flouriſhing of the rear med churches is in a 
time, when the Papal power is ſenſibly declined, and 
the Turtiſb empire exceedingly weakened: ſo that 
the in/tazces brought from the defection and deſer- 
tion of the primitive churches are not parallel to 
our caſe, neither quadrate with our ſtate, in theſe 
and our neighbouring nations, ſo as to give us any 
juſt grounds of fear, as to God's nne off the re- 
formed churches. 
Object. But we are e without inflonces of the 
"F ſame: Jort, fince the begun weakening of the P inte- 
eſt and power ; as in the removal of the goſpel fron 
/everal cities in Italy, and the Spaniſh Netherlands}; 
; Fut efpecially in the 3 the That chureb 
* er N 
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22 Though it hath plealed God to 2 W 
e with churches, ſometimes by way of ſove- 
reiguty, that We may fed and tremble at ſuch aw- 
ful diſpenſations; yet the inſtances” adduced do not 
prove the thing intended: for as to the recalling the 
goſpel from ſome few places : in Italy, and the Spaniſh 
d the gaſe does not quadrate almoſt in any 
thing with ours: for they had rather the goſpel 
offered unto them, than ſetiled among them; all its 
commiſſion being (as it were) to call a few of God's. 
ſecret ones out from among them: which end being 
effected, the goſpel had done its work, and ſo was 
recalled. So that thoſe places where the goſpel did 
thine for a little while, (as at Lucca, &c. in Italy, 
aud at Antwerp, & c. in the Netherlands) were ne- 
ver brought to any ſuch fixed and contined church- 
ſtate, as to bear a true analogy to the ſtate of church- 
es. ſettled in a ſucceſſion of church - ofſicers and 
church-members, wherein the goſpel - has been. 
handed down from generation to generation, and ſo. 
become interwoven , with their other Propotecs and 
privileg 3 

But, I confeſs, the 8 of che church of Bo- 
hemia + is more cogent, and of more awful reſſection 
to her ſiſter churches. And yet l ſee no juſt ground 
hence, of fearing the like, as to God's churches in 
theſe nations, ſince God has done ſo much for us al- 
ready, and placed us in {ach circumſtances as we 
are now under, in calling us to ſtand up in defence 
of the truth, againſt ſuch wicked antichriſlian enemies 
as We are now confliting with. | For' however aw- 
ful. God's providence may ſeem to be, in unchurch- 

that famous branch of the Slavonic churches, yet 

it is rather to be eſteemed an inſtance of ' Gods Jo- 
vereignty, than any leading preſage to other chufches : 
for particular inffances of this Kind are not concluſive 
with reſpect to others. All, therefore, that oan be 
inferred hence is, that God may, in his ſovereignty 
E ſo it pleaſe him) deal thus with other churches; 
* none make 7 N of: but that God 
. | hereby 
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= hereby ſeems to forewarn other churches of the like 
== judgment awaiting them, is what we have no ration- 
al ground to fear, that I ſee. So that, after all, I 
think the propoſition I have lam down, is rational, 

and founded upon as ſure grounds as a thing of this 
nature will admit of. 


A N PROP. II. 


Our preſent dilemma flows not hence: That God's threat- 


enings are abſo/utt and ageretory, ſo as to be ue 
b 7 udictal * 


Tue propoſition is not a little confirmed from 
the illaſtration of the preceding: for ſince 
judicial induration, and hardneſs of heart, uſually go 
before God's total rejetting a people: if it be prov- 
ed, that God does not threaten us with total rejece, 
tion, we may rationally conclude, that there is no 8 
12 to think that we are under any ſtroke of ju=" . 4 
icial induration this w - $0 vj 
But fince the proof of this 8 alſo, may 
ſtrengthen our belief of the former, (ſeeing where 
dchis evidence of total rejection is ab ent we may be 
-- ſatisfied, that there is no ſuch thing deſigned againſt 
us) I ſhall therefore conſider what may be confirm- 
ing this way. | 
Now, this will a appear more than probable, if we 
conſider the many pious and praying ſouls, who yet 
kemain this day, and who ceaſe not to importune 
God for mercy to a finful people. If in the caſe of 
- Sodom, and her fiſtzr churches, God would have 
* {pared them (notwithſtanding their monſtrous ſins 
and abominations) / but ten righteous perſons had 
been found therein, then furely we have reaſon to 
hope, that the judgments threatened againft us are 
not abſolute and decretory, fince we have reaſon to 
hope, That there ard at leaſt ten thouſtnd godly and 
. Wag religious Per ſons, yet left among us in theſe na- 


For if in the Zays 9 when there was 
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Do * an univerſal defeSion of Iſrael to 1 8 | 
prophet thought he was the alone ſurvivor of the 
— propbets, God had yet reſerved to himſelf 

ſeven thouſand that had not Fwerved from God's igſti- 
tion,: | fay, if the caſe was thus then, ſurely we 
may rationally hope, that there are at leaſt double 


y 
[ 1 that number ſtill among us, who have been careful 
Sx to keep themſelves free from the defections and 
reigning evils of theſe times wherein we live. 
And to me alſo it is an hopeful ſign this way, to = 
4 conſider the piety of many young perſons growing 
| up, who may be inſtrumental to hand down reli- 
| gion to a future generation. I could indeed wiſh - 
for more of this, as being ſorry to ſee ſo many, on 
the other hand, as ren wholly given up to wick- 
*ednefs.: but yet, as I remember of no generation ſo 
reformed, Ad il the old ſaying might take place 
; therein, O Ne nat, That the wor/t are moſt 
| | numerous: ſo I would not wholly deſpiſe the diy of 
4 | Small things ; ;- bat rather hope yet,; That, as the new 
ue ts found in the cluſter, and one ſaith deſtroy it 
. not, for 2 bleſſing is in it, ſo the Lord will be pleaſed 
; to do for his e fake, 5 Be many not rey 


them all. 
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Our preſent Dilemma and: 5 in this ; Whether God's 
threatenings of ſevere judgments againſt us, for ſome 
- definite time, be abſolute as to the things threaten- 1 
| ed, though admitting of mitigation and ollepratron, 5 
14 or whether it be wulle conditional. f | 


: " 
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11 wherein our prefent dilemma does not ſtand, 
I have adventured to ſhew its true riſe and original 
in this : Therefore, having proved that 1t does not 
ſtand in this, — That there are any juſt groun ii of 
mag ining, that we are in hazard of being totally caſt 
* I , this ach PACE, 1t Fw n 
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>» tow, that the Send judgments reſpe& only a li. 
mited time: ſo that there was no need to propoſe 
this of new, orjproſecute it further. And again, I 

hope it may appear by the ſecond propoſition, as more 
than probable, that our dilemma flows not from hence 
neither, that God's threatenings againſt us are ſo abſo- 
lute and decretory, as to be followed with Aan in- 
duration upon us. 
But after all this, the d. efficult y that remains rans 
4 between theſe #wo things, viz. Threatenings that are 
| indeed, in the main, abſolute and decretory, though yet 
admitting of alleviations as to the circumſtances of the 
things threatened, upon the ſuppoſition of repentance ; 
and threetenings that ave wholly conditional, ſo as not 
only to admit e alleviations and mitigatrons, but ca- 
pable wholly to be ſuſpended and averted, upon * 
Juppoſition of repentince and reformation. | 
© Here ſtands the Inet of the queſtion ; which, for 
my part, J dare not adventure any poſitive refolu- 
tion of. And indeed, who is there that can do it? 3 
This being a ſecret a in the breaſt of the — 
- Moſt High, and one of thaſe undiſcovered myſteries, 
* which he hath reſerved to himſelf, and which there. 
"$$ br” 8 it were over- bold and curious for us to ſearch 
after raſhly. And though my hopes would incline 
1. 5 me to think God's threatenings againſt us to be alto- 
gether conditional; and upon the other hand, the 
1inſtance of the Iſraelites, mentioned by Ezekiel, in 
this his twenty-firſt chapter, would tend to increaſe 
my fears, yet none of theſe being concluſive, I dare 
make no poſitive judgment of our-caſe and cireum- 
- ſtances this way; but mult leave it to be a dilemma; 
the parts whereof hang, as the two ſcales of a ba- 
lance, in ſuch an egwi/ibrio, that it is not eaſy to 
Judge, which of them does ſo much as ſeem to pre- 
ponderate. However, this may poſlibly receive 
ſome light from what remains yet to be diſcourſed 
of: And cherefore 1 proceed to My next bead. 
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The Jecond baad is: What are the grounds of ara 

tional enquiry, into what is like to be ;_ or from what 
may aue adventure io confider our preſent 
on the — ws of things among us, at 8 

In Anſwer N which, I ſhall endeavour impartial. 
ly to conſider, both what ſeems promiſing and threat- 
eninꝝ in our caſe. And in my enguiny into this, wa- 
ving propbetical indications, (which would lead me 
too far out of the way, and which I therefore leave 
to a diſcourſe by itſelf) I ſhall confine myſelf to theſe 
two topics of argument, Viz. 

1. What God's way in his providence hath been to 
ws. And, 

2. What our way bath been towards bim. 
And x. It is worthy our moſt ſerious reffectian, 
to- conſider, what God's way hath been, and is ⁊cith us, 
in the diſpenſatian of his Ne Which, that we 
may confider impartially, we ſhall reſſect both on 
what is promiſing and encou! "Hig; and what is ter- 
ritony and of a threatening a/pett. 

And, (1.) We muſt acknowledge it to God's 
praiſe, that we are not without ſome encouraging 
Symptoms, from the diſplays of God's mercy in the o- 
ver ruling diſpenſations of his providence. | 

To this end, may we not , obſerve how remake © 
bly God hath 4 gealed the many plots and conſpiracies 

of enemies? He hath taken the polilic and wiſe in 

their own craftineſs, and turned their coun/els head- 

long, ſo that their hands have not been able to per- 
form. their enterprize. Our enemies have been taken 
in the gins. and ſuares they laid for others; and in 
the pits which they digged for us, they themſelves 
have fallen, Of Which we have mang, and thoſe 

freſh. and recent, inſtances. 

And as God bath often turned our enemies wiſ- 
dom into fooliſhneſs, ſo hath he often converted 
their ſtrength into weakneſs, by breaking their forces 
both by ſea; and land. The total reduction and con- 
gueff of ireland, the flilling the tumults and iuſurrec- 
. Scotland, and the late fea victory, are ſo 
man 
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many evidences of the Divine favour, and goodneſs 
yet towards us, as onght to draw out our hearts in 
| grateful acknowledgments, and encourage us to hope 

Kill in our God for further receipts of mercy. 

For what are all theſe gracious *providenees, but 
ſo many opportunities put into our hands, in order 
to our further eſtabliſhment and ſettlement for the 
future: which ſeems not unreaſonably to /ſugge/t to | 

us, that the Lord's thoughts.are yet thoughts of peace 8. 
trauard ur. | | 

But, (2.) Whatever upon the forementioned. ac= 

counts ſeem promiſing, we cannot be ſo partial ass 
not to releft alſo on ſome things in God's preſent = 
pProvidences, that look with a guite diſſorent afbet. 
And, in the firſt place, is it not frightful to con- 9 
ider for how long a time God hath ſeemed to deſert 
aur public counſels and conduct? Have we not been s 
ſuffered hitherto to grop for our way, as it were, Y 
in the dark, and as if we were blind and had no = 
eyes to ſee it; yea, and to miſs it too? whilſt yet [| 
in itſelf it is ſo very eaſy and plain, that it is a ( 
wonder we ſhould wander fo long out of it. For 
.. what is more plain, than that our /ecurity ſtands, in 
encouraging and trufling the beſt and mt fuithful 
Henſons even ſuch who, both from a ſenſe of dut 
and intereſt itfelf, muſt needs be careful and induſtri- 
ous to promote the ſecurity and ſettlement of tboſe, 
with whom they themſelves are inſeparably Znted, 
ſo as to ſland or fall with them: whereas:the acting 
otherwiſe, as it is diſpleaſing to God, ſo may indeed 
lock like an wn/atuation from God, eſpecially if long 
perſevered in. - 11 + 44-4 of 
. And may it not alſo be obſerved to this purpoſe, 
how unaceountably remifs we are, in 1mproving.the  - 
eccafiens that Providence puts into our hand for our 
oven {eſtabliſhment ? The men who ſeek our ruin, 
and have over and over attempted it, though de- 
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livered gftener-than once into our hands, are, by an 
unpanalleled olemency (which I pray God, may not 
prove fatal to us) let go, to attempt again the per- 

_ ob petration  * 


38 TUE Rob, ox TRE SworD, =» bas vs 


petration of former crimes : which, as it looks like 
a. flightmg of Providence, and a ſecure truſting to 
ourſelves; ſo is no ſmall diſcouragement to all 
good ſubjects, and more eſpecially to thoſe whoſe 
works and effice eſpecially calls them to be a/i/tant 
and ſerviceable to tbe government this way. 
And ſurely it is matter of ſad reflection to conſider 
this day, how remarkably the Sprrit of God ts with- 
drawn from bis ordinances, notwithſtanding our ex- 
ternal liberty. 1 confeſs we are not without ſome 
3n/tances this way: but alas! theſe are ſo few and 
rare, that they make but an inconſiderable exception 
from this ſad truth; which is but too well known, 
though not enough bewailed by ſerious Chriſti- 
ans. 

I muſt needs alſo add, as matter of no ſmall con- 
cernment, that it looks ominous to the Vabric of our 
Zion, that God hath of late hewed down ſo many of 
our eminent pillars, who by their prayers and ęn- 
deavours were ſo much aſſiſting to the carrying on 
of the work of the goſpel. Alas! how many emi- 
nent miniſters, and uſeful Chriſtians, have of late been 
called off the ſtage, whilſt few-riſe up to fill, their 
rooms. Thus the righteous periſh, and none lay 
« it to heart, neither conſider that they are taken a- 
«way from the evil that is to come.“ . 


But, 2. As there are both good and bad” ſymp- 
toms in our caſe, from the confideration of God's 
way towards us; ſo let us reflec alſo impartially, on 
what of theſe is to be found i in our carriage towards 

\ 

And, (1.) As I ad improve every 8 of 
hope that J find encouraging this way; ſo I cannot 
but with pleaſure reflect upon 25e Gs u. | 
Viz. 2 

How readily, i in the firſt place; our repreſentative 1 
an in parliament, did concur with their Majęſties, in Gr 


granting a Tree liberty to conſcientious di/ſenters "fe 
the 
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the preſent con/titution of the church of England, to 
ſerve God in that way whick they reckon moſt pure 
and evarigelical. For ſurely the undoing and re- 
pealing of heavy penal lune, on the forementioned | 
account, was a very ſuitable return to the great if 
mercies received in the wonderful deliverance | 
which God hath-wrought for us all in common a little 
before. ; | 
And next, it is very encouraging to conſider how 
far their Maje/ties have already concerned themſelves 
in the reformation of their people, by emitting their 
declarations for the diſcountenancins and puniſhing 
dice and immorality in perſons of all ranks. This is, 
Jconfeſs, a hopeful ſign of good to us: and we may 
ſay of it, Bleſed be the Lord God, that bath put ſuch 
a thing as this in the heart of the King and Queen: 
only good men could wiſh, that care were taken to 
act accordingly, by ſuch whoſe office it is to ſee the 


laws in ſuch cales more univerſally, and more impar- x 
tially” executed, for the encouragement of them that F 


do well, and the terrar of them that do ill; That e 
* ſo judgment might be no more turned backward, - 
nor juſtice ſtand afar off:“ for we have yet too = 
much reaſon to complain, * that truth has fallen in | 
| . © the ſtreets, and that equity doth. not enter; yea 
„that he that departeth from iniquity, maketh - 
* himſelf a prey. But yet, though our caſe were 
ſuch, that there were no man, nor any interceſſor, 
© God may, notwithſtanding, work for his name ſake, - 
and his arm, in due time, bring ſalvation; though, 
in the mean time, he will undoubtedly repay his 
* adverſaries according to their deeds that ſo men 
©may learn to feat the Lord from weſt to eaſt.. For 
* when, the enemy ſhall come in like a flood, the 
Spirit of the Lord ſhall lift up a ftandard againſt 
bim. After which we may hope, that the Re- 
© *f deemer {hall come to Zion, and unto them that 
> ©turn from 1niquities in Jacob. And then ſhal! 
God's covenant be ſo eſtabliſhed with us as not to 
deepart out of our mouth, nor out of the mouth of © ẽ 
oF D 2. « n, 2 
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"© our ed; nor out of the mouth of our ſced's feed. 
from henceforth and for ever.“ 

The proclaiming un obJorving a national monthly 
ſaſt, in order to implore the Divine preſence with, and 
_affiftanee to our armies ant fleets, may juſtly be 
_ reckoned alſo as aÞronufing/fign of good to us: for) 
may we not hope, God intends farther to bleſs us, 
when he ſtirs up our rulers, and the nation in ge- 
neral, thus far to own him, in imploring his favour, 
both as to further protection, conduct, and /ucceſs : 
ſince he hath promiſed. to honour thoſe that honour 
him, and that ſuch as ſeek him ſhall find him. | 
And, may I not add to all this, as a further pro- 

mifing fign, the happy union and agreement entered 
into by many ſerious miniſters and Chriſtians of dif- 
fezent perſuaſions in and about London: for if divi- 
- fon be a preſage of ruin to a family, church, or na- 
tion, may we not hope that union is a ſign of ſecurity 
and peace. Only it were to be withed, that this 
happy deſign of umon were more univerſally carried 
on among all good men of all dengmmations and per- 
' ſuafoons. But alas! we may ſooner with for this, 
than hope to ſee it, in this prefent degenerate 


. 620 Whatever eneouragement the fore- 
mentioned particulars afford us, I am led, on the 
other hand, to caſt mine eye upon things more un- 
pleaſant and frightful, which I am afraid may ſeem 
tos juſtly to inne the former conſidera- 
tions. 

And here, being myſelf no politician, and not 
; pretending to vnderſtand the reaſons which: fway ſo- 
vereign princes and ſtates in their more my/terious 
achinge, I ſhall therefore paſs: by ſuch things here, 
ass moſt men are too prone raitily to judge of, and 
{ball only reflect upon thofe t bing that J am ſore 


ſtate. 
And, in the fivſt place, how dreadful a thing is 
Aibeiſw at this time, in the great ad vanees and pro- 


2 - greſs 


* and dreadful » /pmptoms of our preſent = 


e coo. © een 
es ther reof, even in the midft of the 1 ght of the 
= goſpel? How univerſally hath this contagion ſpread An 1 
itlelf amongſt all ranks and degrees of men! And 
eſpecially amongſt thoſe who pretend to ai higher 
and more refined wit than others. So that thoſe 
who could not ſwallow-Popery, but faw through its 
N impoſtures, have yet ſuffered themſelves to run 
headlong into ti greateſt of infutuations. But if 
reaſon recoil in the breaſts of ſome, at the thoughts - 
of Atheiſm i in its n4&ed dreſs ; yet with a little reſin- 
ing, men can bring their thoughts to admit of it un- 
der the notion of SHinνS im, or Deiſin, to the renounc® 
-Ing the principles of Cbriſtianity and all revealed re- 
kigion, This indeed is like to be the condemnation 
of the world, that notwithſtanding the glorious light 
of the geſpel which now ſhines ſo clearly, men do 
| yet love darknels rather than light, becauſe their 
dleeds are evil. | 
And what ſhall I fay of. the prodigious increaſe of 
PFraſanit 75 immorality, and debuachery, with which 
theſe nations do every where ſo much abound, that 
even Peper, yea Mabometanijm and Paganiſn itſelf - 
can ſcarce out-do us? And do not imagine that we 
have been delivered to do all theſe abominations, 
which we fee daily committed amongit us; which 
are ſuch, as we may Wace them even to the church - 
and altar. . 
And how ſad a thing as it to obſerve, that enmity 
to, ant contempt of all ferious-piety and religion, 
which fo univerſally obtains in the-ſpirus of mul- 
titudes this day, and which ouly Wants an oppor- 
tunity to pH itſelf forth in deeds ſuitable. to its own - 
nature. How avowedly do many men oun their 
contempt of all things ſacred, and their hatred a- 
1 all ſerious perſons, and every thing that looks 
ke the true practice of genuine religion! And ſure- 
INH, were the generality of England rightly touched 
with a true ſehſe of God's facred mftitutions, they 
could not longer endure that horrid profanation 
tie Holy ſacrament of the- Lord's ſupper, whereby it- 
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upon the land. 
pf thoſe, who openly avow their enmity againſt it: 
but may juſtly, be laid to the door alſo of ſuch who 
feem. otherwiſe, in their carriage and deport, to 
own and profeſs the ſame, The heavenly manna 
lained dow in fuch plenty, round about us, is now 
loathed and nauſeated by us: So that our table is like 


ur hurt, 

And to all theſe things, I eannot but add, how ſad 
an aſpect it bears, that damnable or dangerous errors 
have of late had ſo formidable a growth among us; 
for as groſs Arminianiſm hath overſpread a great 
part of the nation, ſo Socinianiſim hath not loſt ground, 
but hath infinuated itſelf into the minds of too 
many. And of late, wild Autinomianiſim hath been 
rampant, to the overturning the Fazth, and even 


concerned to do it, that it hath had too many to 
blow the coal thereof, to the reproaching the zeal- 
dus defenders of the truth, as if they intended to ſet 
up the lau in the room of the goſpel; when they 


in their own places. All which things may eafily 
diſcover to us, how /ad a root it muſt needs be, nt 
pProduces Juch | bitter fruits. 

+ And what is this elſe, but a poor, bind and narrow 
"ſpirit, or littleneſ or dwarfiſhneſs of ſoul, by which 
all thoſe are certainly acted, who include all religion 
within their own incloſures,. and confine the catholic 

- . church to the narrow /imits of communion, which: 
they themſelves, or their particular founders have 
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and ſtrife, conceit and pride, emmulation and envy, 
and paſſion and railing, will ftill continue to be both 

. * trouble and 5 of che church. 
1 | And 
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But the contempt of the goſpel is not only the ſin 


to become our ſnare, and our bleſſings like to tend to 


Judgment of many, which hath been ſo far from be- 
ing diſcountenanced by ſome, who were moſt of all 


were only careful to aſſert the being and uſe of both - 


ſet up? For whilſt this temper prevails, faction 
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A = And'to wild and erroneons principles, we may © | 
well add wid and 'irregular practices. We have 
= church-levellers as well as ftate-tevellers, who turn the 
= miniſtry into great contempt, by ſetting up eat, ig- 
=—_  mnorant, ad uiiterate men, to be teachers of others, .. 
' who themſelves tand in need to be taught the fir/t pr in- 
ciples of the oracles of God. If ſuch perſons were 
turned back to their proper mechanical employments, . 7. 
and ordered to learn ana give an account of their 
catechiſin, it were much better, both for the church + 
in general, and themſelves in particular. But how 
fad is our ſtate and condition, if every proud and 
ignorant enthu/iaft ſet up for a preacher, and be mag- 
nified by a giddy, unſettled crew of poor dituded crea- 
- tures, to be atted by the Spirit, becauſe he can ſpea - 
nonſenſe and conſinſion with as much boldneſs as go - 
rance. a 
Theſe are ſome of the ſad /{ymptoms of our pre- 
ſent ſtate and- condition: which I might run out 
longer upon, but that I am glad to get-off ſo melun- 
cbely and did a: ſubject. | 
To all which, I might ſubjoi ſome confiderations 
of another kind, particularly that of the late aſto- 
niſbing earthquake : But finding this providence mana 
ged by others already, I purpoſely confined myſelf 
to the topics I have been conſidering in this place. 
And now, after all, I leave what | have ſaid on both 
_ fades to the impartial reflections of all ſerious and 
© thinking men; not adventuring myſelf to determine 
. poſitively on either hand, but-leaving it as a-dilem- 
> _- ma yet in termws: What if the Sword contemn even 
| the Rod? However, I paſs on to the third and laſt 
bead. Now, . | 
The third head is: What the ęſtimate it, that we 
are to-maks from theſe grounds of owr preſent ſtate 3 
and what prognofiication may ue thence humbly in- 
Fer, at to our future condition. "5 
In Anſwer to this: Since I have reſolyed not io 
be peremptery and dogmatical, as to future events 
of this nature, I ſhall therefore only infer theſe fl. 
| ; | . lawing 
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2 things, from: what bas ook already Ape 
as. including in them what an impartial conſideration 
- of the premrfes will, I think, ſuggeſt to every ſeri- 
ous and thinking Chriſtian, that will be at the Pains 
to examine and apply the ſame. | 
1. Inf. That what has been ſaid, 1} ough it argue. 
fome goed thin ge ts be flill among ug, yet it plainly lets 
ws fee, that theſe natier's are Fl of fin. 
To ſhew this, were to repeat what I ſaid but 
juſt now, under the preceding enquiry: where; 
though we did reckon up both what was good and 
bad in our cafe; yet the bad Jymptams-are ev idently 
- ſuch, as may demonfirate the 'nference to be very ad- 
tive and concluſive. So that ſurely we have reaſon 
* to be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things that re- 
% main, and that are ready to die: for our ms 0 
* are no: found perfect before God.“ | 
2. Inf. That our preſent caſe argues, that aue are un- 
der feme begun degrees of being forſaken of G:d. 
This alſo appears plainly from what was ſaid un- 
der the preceding enquiry ; which therefore it were 
needleſs to repeat here. 
| . Inf. That our preſent Hale 15 ac, that nething . 
can fave us, but ene of theſe tao things, viz. either 
a miracle of 7 vereign mercy, or a more than ordinary | 
meaſio e of repentar ce ard reformation. S 
This is, as a native concluſion from what has been | 
 faid already, fo alſo certain and undoubted in itſelf: 
For I cannot imagine, where we can find a third. 
bay of falvation befides theſe. But though this infe- 
renee be in the general undeniable; yet it is a mat- 
ter ſo weighty, that I ſhall dwell on it a little, in or- 
der to draw on towards a concluſion of this diſcourſe. 
And itt doing this I thall diſtinctly conſider theſe two 
inge, whereby ouly we oan ho 225 ſalvation. 
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The (1.) way of vonn 1 is by the ſovereign * 
extraordi 'nary appearance of God further for us, con- 
eerning which we m juſtly enquire,. whether we 
3 | Baue 
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Lade any dy probabl . to expe? to be 


1 thus ſaved. 


To this I Anſiver, That as it muſt be in a way” 


3 _ of ſovereign mercy that we can be ſaved at all, if 


ever we be ſaved, taking the word in its ordinary - 
accettat ion: ſo, whether God will fave us in a whot: | 
ly extraordinary way, taking the word in a /frif? 
and pecuttar ſenſe, as contradiſt inct from the more uſual 
method of ſalvation, is a thing that is not poſſible 
for any man certainly to nn without fpecial 
revelation. 
Vet, ſince the Rpe/tion is not i there be any cers 
tainty this way; but only if there be any probable greundi 
to expett ſalvation: and deliverance this ways E ſhall ad- 
venture to anſwer it more particularly. | 
And truly my anſwer in this: reſpe& muſt be ne- 
gative, fince I can ſee no rational ground of ex 
ing any ſuch thing; though I am ſure I ſhall heartily 
rejoice, if any man can let me ſee any ſuch ground 
or grounds of hope. But, if our caſe be ſuch, as. 
we may hope, in an ordinary way, to be ſaved if we 
repent and thoroughly return to God, as we have 
before demonſtrated, I ſee no reaſon we have to ex- 
pect miracles this way, 

I know it may be objefed to this, bat we have 
been- hitherto — by a continued ſeries of N _ 
by Anal and extraordinary appearances e | 
2 may, ſerm as a probable-ground, at leaſt, of rs 4 
appearing for us thus hill. | 

But I. Anſwer, that though I gratefully acknows 
ledge to God's praiſe, his remarkable appearances. 
for us hitherto; yet this, to me, is ſo far from being 
an argument for our expecting the ſame, or the like. 
ſtill, that it makes me rather fear the contrary: for 
| what was God's end in all theſe things, but to lead. 
us in to himſelf, by a ſerious turning from ſin to- 

7 But if all theſe have been ſo far from 
reaching that end, that we have rather grown worſe 
under them, can we expect that God ſhould 3 
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tuch a baſe and ungrateful people ſtill? When, there- 
fore, I conſider how dreadful our backſlidings and a- 

ſtacy have been, and how we have. © forſaken our 
& Rock and Strenth, and made lies our refuge;” what 
can I think elſe, but that God-ſeems to be letting us 
alone, and ſuffering us to walk.in out own ways, in or- 
der to convince us and the world how inſufficient all 
creature aſſiſtances are without him; that thus, if 
poſſible, we may be:led back again to Bimſelf, in the 
way of reformation and repentance... This is my ſen- 
timent of this matter ; which yet I propoſe with- 
out any poſitiveneſd: For who dare limit the Holy 
One of * Iſrael, 5 in bis way and method of quorking, 
fince he often chooſes to appear in ways quite croſs. 
to our thoughts, that he may ſhew us, that © his 
* thoughts-are not as our thoughts, nor his ways as 
Tour ways.” However, this, I think, I may ſafely 
ſay, that though God. may thus work for his name's 
fake ; yet we have no rational ground to expect this. 
And therefore 1 Proceed to the other way. 


* 


Now the 6 ) way of /alvatzon, by which we ſee 
to have moſt reaſon to expect a turn of affairs, is by 
fome more than ordinary meaſure of repentance and 
reformation... ny 

Concerning this weighty and. momentuous point, 
there are theſe three Queſtions that may natively a- 
riſe in our minds, and are worth our moſt ſerious 
conſideration, vis. © Why an extraordinary meaſure 
© of repentance and reformation is at this time ſo ne- 
: cellary : ? Whether ſuch a meaſure of theſe may be 
© now rationally and probably expected? And what 
we mult do in order to. attain theſe, in order to 
1 * ann A panſing judgments 2?” * 


I; Queſt. Why an extraordinary meaſure of repen- 
tance and reformation is at this time fo neceſſary, i in 
order to our farther and more compleat deliverance ? 

- Anſw. That ſuch a meaſure of theſe is neceſſary, 
ſeems to me to be beyond debate, ſince our Fen 
> | „ Mm 
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mul bear ptoportion to our 4 rſeaſe, And farely our 
»ircumſtances appear to be ſuch, from what has been 
Laid, that we may eaſily conclude this to be neceſſa- 
ry; for without ſuch a ſerious and ſpeedy turning 
to God, our caſe is the next ſtep to be deſperate, 
and we in hazard to be yet farther forſaken of our 
God. And I pray God, that upon our continuing 
© to neglect our duty as to this, we fall not under 
that ſad and irrevocable ſentence which the Jews of 
old were under, that though Job, Noah, and Daniel 
Were to intercede for us, their prayers would return 
into their own boſoms again without effect. | 
And do not God's providences this day eminently | 
call for this? What elſe is the voice of God's ferri- - 
Blerdiſpenſations in righteouſneſs againſt ſome of our | 
neighbour churches ? What elſe is the deſign and | 
ſcope of all thoſe various providences we ourſelves | 
_ meet with ? And for what end elſe, does God ſuffer” 
our enemies to prevail and increaſe ſo much as they | 
do this day? Surely this, if any, is the uſe we | 
neue to make of all theſe things. _ 


2. Qveſt. Whether a more than ordinary meaſure 
of repentance and reformation, may be now rationally 


or probably expefted 2? 


Anſw. I ſhould be bold and preſumptuous, if I 
ſhould be poſitive here. Yet, upon the other hand, 
1 cannot but in faithfulneſs ſpeak what appears to 
me moſt probable; leaving it to ſerious and ſober 
perſons to judge as they ſee reaſon. 

I ſay then, that though I know it is an eaſy thing 
with God to produce ſuch a defirable frame on the 
ſpirits of the generality of men of all ſorts, in order 

to the averting of impending judgments ; yet the 
mins and impieties of the preſent generation are ſuch, 

ad to make me not a little afraid, that we are not like 
to ſee ſuch an univerſal change as yet; though, I 
queſtion not, many may be enabled to ed this for 
their own particular advantage. 2 1 
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And 5 I think, I am not nt — for 


| xhis/ my fear, when I confider that all. attempts this 
way have hitherto been n vain, and to little or no 


purpoſe. And is not all advice this way ſtill mocked 


44 by the generality? ſo as the very /naming it is 


ridiculed as canting, and the thing itſelf as funati- 
eiſm and ent hiſiaſm. And where are there any to 
be found, that are aded with any public ſpirit this 
way, in order to carry on ſo and neceſſary a 
work, even among thoſe v0 office is to ſtir up o- 
thers to ſuch duties; the moſt, if not all, deſpairing 
of effectuating ſuch an hard and ſeemingly impoſible 


performance. 


Beſides all this, is not wickedneſs now come, as-it 
were, to its Zu and heigbth, fo as we may fay, 
with reaſon enough, (Omne in præcipiti vitium fletit ; 
gone ſo ſar, that it can go no 
farther, except that it is ready to throw us headlong 
over the procipice of ruin and deſtruction. Our 
ens indeed ſeem to be Tipe for the harveſt, and our 
cup, i it be not already, is near full; ſo that there 
ſeems to be nothing left us, but a fearful tooking for 
of; Judgment,exceptipecdy. repentance do unexpectedly 
preſerve us. | 

Nay, have I not reaſon fer this my fear, when the 
moſt part this day ſeem to be under ſuch an infatua- 
tion, that they ſeem fond of ruin, as if they * 
weary not of this, or the other government only, but 
of ſettlement atfelf. Theſe are the grounds Why 1 
am afraid wWe are not like to ſee ſuch a deſirable 
temper and diſpoſition of ſoul. But however, I hear- 
tily pray that (God, with whom the rgidue of the Spirit 
i, may prevent and diſappoint my ſears this way. 
And I -have zeafon, I hope, alſo, to conelude, that 
whatever ftrokes we may meet with, they will be 
but of a ſhort continuance aswe will fee! by al; 
e we come ito che fecond oblervateen. tot a> 


- 


3. - Queſt. What: whey Jo gu vnder t0-attwis fuck 


give 


"To ROD, CY THE b won * 


4 give us enccurogement to hope, that Ged will yet avert | 


4 uf judgments from us ? 


% .: 


» Anſw. As neither our fears nor hopes ought to 
be the rule of our duty; ſo we ought to ſtir up 


ourſelves at all times to the performance of thoſe 


things which God requires of us, whatever be the 


event. 


And here therefore, beſides earngſt prayers to 
God for this, without which we can never expect it; 

we muſt ſeriouſly ſet ourſelves to wall more Chriſti. 
anly than we have yet done. And, for this end, we 
muſt heartily and humbly acknowledge our fins before 


God. We mul make the Scriptures the rule and 


directory of our actions. We muſt affociate our- 


ſelves with the moſt wiſe and ferious perſons. We 


muſt truſt more to God and a good cauſe, than to PO- 
PISH CONFEDERATES, or any other allies 
whatfoever. We muſt lay aſide evi? counſels and 


counſellors, and employ good and faithful men in 
places of truſt. Juſlice muſt be diſpenſed and exe- 


cuted.1mpartially and fairly. 

The clergy muſt be reformed, by pyrging thoſe 
who are either notoriouſly corrupt Mdoctrine, or 
openly vicious and ſcandalous in prattice : All ſuch 
being a ſhame and reproach to that ſacred employ- - 
ment. The unver/ities muſt be regulated, and ſober, - 


ingenious, and ſtudious perſons encouraged. We 


muſt ſtudy and endeavour nion in things wherein 
we are agreed, and charity and mutual forbearance 
in things wherein we differ : we ought thus to ma- 
nĩfeſt our moderation to all men, eſpecially the more 


ſober and ſerious perſons who differ from us, laying | | 


aſide all paſſion, blind zeal, calumniation and envy. 
And, in /um, care mult be taken to encourage virtus 


and puniſh vice; that the government may be truly a 


praiſe to them that do well, and a terror to them 


| that do ill. 


Could I but' once ſee theſe things ſeriouſly minded 47 


and proſecuted in the _ I ſhould tat e. had 


Lhe 2 5 4 
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A reaſon to be encouraged yet, as to our abe 4 deli 1 
donc from all the attempts both / foreign and do- 
maſtie enemies. And that God may be pleafed to 

ur down ſuch a ſpirit more univerſally upon us, 

[- © ſhall be my conſtant prayer to Almighty God. But 

=. till this be, I cannot but be juſtly apprehenſive, that 

ſome eminent judgment is now hanging over us, 

ready to fall down upon us: and therefore I pray 
God, that he may lay it upon all our hearts; to be 
careful to be found in the practice of our duty, 
whatever happen: for he that walketh uprightly 
walketh always moſt ſurely. 
- But fince I only propoſe this as ground of fear, 
without aſſerting 1t peremptorily as certain, I leave 
it as ſuch here, yet as a thing that deſerves our moſt 
ſerious reflections. It is enough for me, that J have 
followed the thread of the text, and the principal 
doctrine or ohſervation that it preſents us with: I 
ſhall therefore, after all, leave it as a dilemma, 
what if the Sword contemn even the Rod? which if I | 
laʒve not wnriddled, yet, I think, I have not obſcurely " 
_  #lluftrated: but if I have not. done either, yet time | 
| will, 
However, I am loath to end ſo abropdy, or leave 

the reader. with ſuch an aſlictive and melancholy idea | 

of things, as that which I have been laſt upon: and 

therefore I ſhall proceed to what may a little alle= + Þ 

viate our ſorrowful refle&ions this way: For which 

end I ſhall briefly eonſider a ſecond dofrine or ob- 

1 ſervation, which natively reſults from the anſwer to 

= the preceding queſtion, according to the preceding 

N explication thereof. Which obſervation will ſerve 

here as a corons, to what we have diſcourſed more F. 

=_ largely upon the > former doctrine. ä ' 
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 . OBSERVATION II. 


T, hat however ſeverely GOD may threaten his 
= + Churchand people, yea though he ſhould give. 
. ' the Sword a commiſſi ion ſeverely to rage a- 
gainſt them for a time : yet uſually even 

> > his moſt ſevere dealings with them, ex- 
cced not the nature of a Facherly chaſtiſe- 
ment. 


— — 
. * 4 „ 


Sax here, that uſually God's moſt 88 dealings 
with his people, exceed not the nature of chaſ- 
tiſements, becauſe it cannot be denied, but that God, 
in his ſovereign diſpoſal, may ſometimes do otherwiſez 
yea and actually hath done otherwiſe : as appears in 
the caſe of many of the old famous Afiatic and Afri- 
can churches : of which we may now ſay, ubi olim 
eccleft i,, ibi nuuc regnat barbaries : That where fa. 
mous churches were of old, there barbarity doth now * 
take place. f 
But, to comfort ourſelves againſt ſuch deſolating 
| and. overturning calamities, I thall lay down three 
F - propoſitions, which may be ground of great encou- 
ragement to us, in the midſt of what otherwiſe looks 
\ very . 


8 OD will not totally caft off bis Church in general, 


Fc HATEVER come of particular churches, this 
1 45 certain, that God will have @ church to 
ſerve him ſomewhere in the world: For Chriſt muſt 
” reign till all his enemies be made his footftool. And 
we are ſure, that the Church is ſo eſtabliſbed, that the 
Fates of bell can never prevail againſt it. Let Pagans 
and Idolaters, | and all enemies whatſoever do their _ 
F + worlt ; yet it is ſure they ſhall never be able to rot 
a2 | EZ2 | out 


FLOP TT | 
2 


TTT 
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: * 28 out the true Pres and ſockers of God from the FF 
| earth; tor God will have a ſeed and generation ob 
UE brve bim as long as the ſun and moon endure, And 
when Satan and his inſtruments have done their 
_ worſt, yea ſuppoſing them to carry on their con- 
. - queſts as far as Diocleian did of old, ſo as again to 
| Inſcribe their Hotutes and triumphal arches, with De- 
 tefto penitus Cbriſlianorum nomine: Yet, after all, 
this ſeed will encreafe and ſpring. forth again, and 
the Stone cut out of the rock zoithout hands, will in the 
end totally break and deſtroy all the 8 85 and poten- 
later bat oppoſe it. 


„ e 


That benen troubles the Church: a Ged may meet 
' - with for a time, yet there is a mere Jouriſhing and 


. proſperous flate yet promiſed to it, 


'Þ Uns lx it is a mighy forcing of ſcripture, to 
| 8 interpret all the great and auguſt prophecies of | 
ſcripture, concerning the glory of the 44ſt times, of . 
"what has already paſſed over the Church: For when | 
can we find, in any biſtory, fuch a flouriſhing ſtate of * 
the Church as can without contention be reckoned the | 
fulfilling of what the iaſpired prophets. have foretold 1. 
us? and mult all their great and glorious deſcriptions "| 
8 of this ſuceeding ſtate of the Church, paſs for mere 
Hyperboles, or Metaphors? No, certainly: They give 
As to underſtand, that. the Stone cut out of the rock 
155 without hands, will yet further encreaſe and fill the 
c world; and that the mountain of the Lord's houſe will 
5 . be ſo eftabli ifhed above the tops of all other mountains, 
2 hat all the nations will flock unto it; ſo that the kings 
5 e the earth will reckon it their greateſt honour, to 
| Bring their glory into the New Ferajakm, 895 its e- 
L la, , and Peace. 
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N That as we * rraſon to believe, that God will ot tis | 2 


tally, nor finally caft off bis Church in theſe nations, 
whatever their troubles may be; ſo we have ground. 


t7 hops, that «ohatever our troubles mn thry will be but 


5 of « a Hort coutinuamce. 


' 11) reaſon to fear a total or final rejection, was 
largely handled above, and I hope ſatisfaftorily alſo; 
and therefore { ſhall ſuperſede laying any thing fur- 


ther to it in this place. 
But as to the other part of the propoſition, That 


” - our troubles will probably be but jhort ; it may not be 
amiſs to conſider, upon what ground ſuch au hope 


is founded. And to me, it ſeems'to afford hope this 
way, to conſider, that whatever advantages the Pa- 
Pal cauſe may gain here or there, yet, in the general, 
it is a. falling intereſt, which in the main 1s declining 
and decaying. And though I am afraid the duration 
of the antichrifticn kingdom may be much longer 
than ſome writers make it; yet, in the general, we 
may conclude, that even this cannot be long. And 
fſurely, we cannot imagine, that the promiſed in- 
_. creaſe and extent of Chriſt's kingdom can be very 
far off, after the ſweet and favourable prelude there- 
of which we have ſeen: For can we imagine, that 
God will wholly loſe the honour of the great things 
which he hath already done for us? which certain- 
ly he would in the eyes of an untbinkiug world, if 
the /eed /own ſhould lie under the c/ods much longer 
than the uſual time, without any appeatance of the 


ſpring; for then would our mfidels ſay, this is come 


to paſs becauſe God was not able to effectuate what 
he had begun. And after all this, can we imagine 


that the many prayers put up for this will ſtilf re- 
main to be unanſwered? beſides, that the encouraging . 
Fakes and * which 115 dying ſuints have 


1 feſt part of this propoſition, that we habe 


gone 


of. 
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one to heaven with, were not put into them, we 


| may be ſure, by the Spirit of God in vain: and to 
think that God would ſuffer them in ſuch a way, 


and at ſuch a time, to be under the prevailing po-] - 
er of a SI, 15 what I dare not admit FF thoughts 


And now, havin g adduced theſe encouragements- 
here, I ſhall take my leave of this /ubje#, when I 
have laid before the reader a brief word of advice 
and counſel, with which I ſhall conclude. 

And here, ſince we have ſeen our danger, we may 
eaſily conclude our duty: For, in the firft place, we 
muſt be fure, whatever happens, to be found in the 


camp of Chriſt, taking part with the Church, and 


thoſe that befriend that intereſt, leſt being at any 


time found ſtragling from thence, or in the camp of 


the BABYLONISH WHORE, by being partaters of 
her fins, we partake alſo of her judgments. 

And then, in the nent place, let us be careful to be 
found in the practice of our duty, doing thoſe things 
that as Chriſtians we are engaged to do, and with 


the ſerious diſcharge of which we can never be diſ- 


penſed. Wherefore let it be our conſtant care 20 
fear God, and fland in aue of his judgments ; that 
when, with Feho/haphat, we fear the Lord, and et 
ourſelves to ſeek bim, we may come to get fuch a re- 
turn from God as he got, not 72 be.afraid nor diſmay- 


ed at the muititude of our enemies, becauſe the battle is 


the Ladis. Let us purify ourſelves from all filthineſs of 


the fleth ard ſpirit, by. waſhing ourſelves in the blood of 
* "the Covenant, that de may be clean + and by putting a- 


avay the evil of our doings before the eyes.of the Lord, 
that ſo: au may ceaſe to do evil, and learn 10 do well. 
Let us Sumble ourſelves under the mighty hand of God, 
that we may be txalted in due time; for even an 


53h Aab was regarded for Js doing: and the heatheniſh 


eit of Nineveh had its ruin, on this account, fuſpend- 
ed and protracted. And famous was the inſtance of 


* fort 1 in the Gays of Jelab, whoſe = 
| an 
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a op Ning was ſo acceptable to God, as to protract 
for ſome time the execution ot * judgment that other- 

- wiſe was Juſt at the door. And thus alſo Hezettah's 
bumblimg bimſelf before the Lord was the means to 
= ward off that terrible deſolating ſtorm of Senacherib 

and his army, which ſeemed wholly inevitable. And 
let us to our humiliation and faſting add ſerious repent- 
ance and reformation, that it may be evident we are 
real in our external profeſſions : Wherefore, let us turn 
unto the Lord with all our hearts, andthat with weeping, 
and mourning, and faſting, rending our hearts and uot 
our garments, And let us withal, fervently and con- 
ſtantly implore God's mercy and favour, by ſerious 
prayer and ſupplication : For then ſhall we ſeek the 

Lord ſo as to find him, when we ſhall fearch after bim 
with all our hearts, Wherefore let us not, in our 
making mention of the Lord, and praying to him, keep 
filence in the Church's caſe, neither let us give him any 
reſt, until he ariſe and make our Jeruſalem a praiſe to 

the 6arth. 

* Oh good and gracious Lord God, beſtow ſuch a 

e ſpirit upon this generation that the terribleneſs of 

4 thy wrath and judgments, and the danger of a 
French and Popiſb ſword, of a ſword both foreign 

& and domeſtic, may fo awaken us out of our lethar- 
EM * gi ſecurity and inſenſibility, that we may turn a- 
© © gain unto thee, and ſeek thy face, until thou make - 

« the hight of thy countenance ſhine upon us, as an 

evidence of our further deliverance; that ſo we 

% may be ſet in ſafety from thoſe that deſign and 

& ſeek our ruin, and that thus our Zion may be 

« built up, and our Jeruſalem made a quiet habita- 
„ tion for-us, in ſpite of all the deſigns of evil and 
4 © reſtleſs enemies. And for this end, be thou gra- 

„ cjoully pleaſed to accept of chis weak attempt aiid 
<« eflay of the meaneſt of thoſe thou haſt counted 
* wy to put into the miniſtration of thy Church; 
L and ſo to bleſs 1 it to thoſe into whoſe hands it may 
* . 1 NL ome, 
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